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Dear Members and Friends of Epworth United Methodist Church, 

Our COVID Taskforce, Administrative Council, and I have created and approved a plan to return to in-person 

worship.  This plan includes guidance from numerous sources including the West Ohio Conference of the United 

Methodist Church, ecumenical sources, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Ohio Department of Health, 

local health departments, and the experience of pastors and congregations as they have returned to in-person 

worship or are in the process of planning to return to in-person worship.  This plan allows us to be fluid and 

responsive to changing circumstances and will be monitored by the COVID Taskforce, Administrative Council, 

Church Staff, and me.  Everyone’s cooperation and help are essential in safely returning to in-person worship. 

While we know that this plan will not meet everyone’s expectations and needs, our singular priority is to provide 

an environment that is as safe as possible as we return to in-person worship.  While we can follow best practices 

and take the necessary steps to mitigate risks, the reality is that we cannot remove all risks.  These guidelines and 

expectations are not a substitute for the personal responsibility we all have in gauging our own risk tolerance and 

choosing for ourselves whether or not it is safe to return to in-person worship.   

As your pastor, let me remind you that there is no obligation nor guilt in deciding that right now isn’t the right 

time for you to safely return to in-person worship.  Please know that online worship will be continuing.  The plan 

for our return to in-person worship is a step-by-step plan. 

First, our schedule for returning to in-person worship includes Drive-In worship on Sunday, July 19, and Sunday, 

July 26, at 10:30 am.  (Please watch your Eblast for details and instructions for the Drive-In services.) 

Next, we will be easing back into the sanctuary for in-person worship by dividing the congregation in half 

alphabetically.  This will allow us to work through the process of getting folks in and out of the sanctuary and 

make needed changes.  On August 2 at 10:30 am, following our adopted guidelines, those whose last names 

begin with the letters A-L are welcome to return to in-person worship.  On August 9 at 10:30 am, following our 

adopted guidelines, those whose last names begin with the letters M-Z are welcome to return to in-person 

worship.   

And then, on August 16 at 10:30 am, following our adopted guidelines, everyone is invited back to in-person 

worship.  At this time, we are only offering one service per Sunday.  We may have to adjust this based upon 

demand. 

We have adopted the following guidelines consistent with the CDC for everyone returning back to in-person 

worship: 

 If you are sick or showing any signs of sickness – please stay home! 

 If you are caring for or living in the same household as someone who is sick or designated as those at 

“higher risk” – please stay home! 

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.jacksonchapelumc.org/whatwebelieve.htm&sa=U&ei=dEJRU5OUIJafyATF9oH4Dg&ved=0CDIQ9QEwAg&sig2=jzGO2jvPrGUAyRnRQJ2J2g&usg=AFQjCNEYAFwLiky-TuMdype90agrqoYwig


 
 

 

 If you are at “higher risk” – please stay home!  The CDC lists those at “higher risk” to include people 65 

years and older; people of all ages with underlying medical conditions, particularly if not well controlled, 

including those with chronic lung disease or moderate to severe asthma, those who have serious heart 

conditions, those who are immunocompromised, those with severe obesity, those with diabetes, those 

with chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis, and those with liver disease. 

 

What to expect as we return to in-person worship: 

 The wearing of masks/face coverings is mandatory for everyone except for children two years old and 

under. 

 Hand gel and additional face masks will be available. 

 Safe-Distancing of at least six feet will be required upon entering and exiting the church building and in 

the parking lot. 

 The church building will open ten minutes before the service, and we will enter only through the atrium, 

maintaining safe-distancing and avoiding the formation of a line. 

 Safe-Distancing will be required in the pews (every other pew has been roped off and distanced-marked 

in the longer pews).  Only family/household units may sit together in the same pew without safe-

distancing. 

 Bulletins and pre-packaged communion elements, when appropriate, will be safely distributed as worship 

participants enter the sanctuary.  Pew hymnals and Bibles will not be available 

 As we begin our return to in-person worship, there will be no nursery or Children’s Church offered.  

Children’s Moments will take place during the worship service and projected on the screen.  Children 

must remain seated in their pews with their families throughout the service. 

 There will be no time of fellowship before or after the service, and Common Grounds, our Coffee Shop, 

will remain closed. 

 Everyone is to remain seated following the service, and ushers will direct everyone to the closest exit.  We 

will be utilizing the Vine Street and Center Street doors to exit the sanctuary. 

 The elevators will only be available to the sanctuary level. 

 The basement, parlor, classrooms, and church office will remain locked and unavailable while the building 

is open for Sunday morning worship.   

 Restrooms will be available only in the education building. (basement and first floor) 

 There will be no congregational singing. 

 There will be no congregational verbal responses except for the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Offering plates will not be passed in the congregation.  There will be an offering plate placed at the 

entrances and exits of the sanctuary. 

 The choirs will not resume its regular schedule in the fall. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/groups-at-higher-risk.html


 
 

 

 Soloists and individual instrumentalists, who are safe-distanced from the accompanist and the 

congregation, will be included in worship. 

 Small group meetings, Sunday School classes, the use of the building by outside groups, and church 

meetings will not take place in the church building until at least September 1.  The Epworth Preschool and 

Daycare will resume operation in the fall and be housed in the Education Building only with limited access 

to the rest of the church building.  Small groups and classes associated with Marion Epworth may meet 

off-site as long as they are following safe distancing and other adopted guidelines. 

 Beginning August 3, funeral services and weddings will be permitted but must follow all current guidelines 

and expectations.  Guests for funeral services and weddings will be limited to immediate family.  Funeral 

calling hours and visitation will not be permitted in the church building until further notice. 

 Cleaning of high touch areas, bathrooms, and the spraying and wiping down of pews will take place 

following worship.  Everyone is expected to use good hand hygiene, including the washing of hands and 

using hand gel.  

 The church building will remain closed throughout the week to non-staff persons and visitors until further 

notice.  The church office can be reached at 740-387-8344. 

 A tested positive case of COVID of someone who has worshiped at Marion Epworth will lead to a two-

week closure of in-person worship and deep cleaning of the church building. 

 Increased community spread may delay or suspend in-person worship at any time. 

 

As your pastor, let me thank you for your attention to following these adopted guidelines.  I also want to 

thank the task force and the members of the Administrative Council for their attention to detail and 

commitment in keeping us safe and mitigating risk.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to 

reach out to me.  Thanks again for all that you have done and all that you are doing! 

Stay Safe! 

Rev. David Hoffman  


