
Trinity United Methodist Church 

Proposed Building Reopen Strategy 
 
This document has been prepared as thoughtfully and prayerfully as possible. It is 
a lengthy document. The request of church leadership is for folks to please take 
the time to read it completely to avoid confusion as we live into it as a community 
of faith. Thank you for your investment in reading the document. 
 
Preamble:  

I. The sacrifices the Trinity family has made both in their personal lives in 
honoring the guidelines of the State of Ohio and in their religious gathering 
lives have been exemplary. Although religious institutions have had some 
exemptions, it has been the position of the Senior Pastor and the 
Leadership Board to voluntarily follow public gathering guidelines. It has 
been determined to be the responsible way to proceed especially given 
that houses of worship have among its constituency many who are the 
most at risk in this pandemic. To take these cautionary measures is in line 
with Jesus’ command to love God and love Neighbor.  

II. It must be emphasized that this “Building Reopen Strategy” is a proposed 
roadmap for reopening the building based on currently available 
information. Nothing in this document is to be considered an absolute as 
the current COVID-19 situation is fluid and continues to evolve. Like any 
road map, detours could be likely that would require changes to the details 
hereafter. A potential detour is the return to a second closure if the 
COVID-19 situation would worsen. 

III. The reopening strategy is based on trust and the expectation that our 
folks will honor the guidelines of this document. For the good of all, it is 
the expectation that all persons who come to the building will follow them 
to the best of their ability. We have to be able to trust that all of us are 
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following these guidelines. We also ask for an extension of grace to those 
entrusted with monitoring participation and requesting compliance.  

IV. We understand none of this is ideal. We all yearn for community and 
gathering as before, and we hope to return as soon as possible. For now, 
this is our new normal. The movement of the Holy Spirit is never limited 
and God will continue to move in our lives and our community no matter 
what we have to do to ensure the well being of all! 

V. These guidelines have been compiled in consultation with some of the 
most informed medical/scientific/legal professionals within both the Trinity 
family and our community. 

 
Tentative Dates: 
These tentative dates are part of the current road map (subject to change as the 
situation evolves). Greater detail about each follow in this document. 
 

A. Worship 
a. Phase I: May 17 - Live ONLINE worship resumes with only worship 

teams and tech support in the building. 
b. Phase II: June 14: Live ONLINE worship continues for at risk 

population, those who wish to continue to avoid large gatherings, 
etc.  Live IN-HOUSE worship resumes for morning worship services 
(5:30 will continue to be online only) following guidelines set out 
below. Contemporary worship time will move to 11:00 to allow for 
proper sanitizing between services. 

c. Online worship will continue for all worship hours. 
B. Groups 

a. June 8: Alcoholics Anonymous may return following strict distancing 
and safety practices. 

b. June 8: Other small groups will continue to be encouraged to meet 
via online, however groups may meet in the building during 
operation hours (building closes at 5:00 pm), assigned to larger 
gathering rooms and following strict distancing and safety practices. 
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Building Usage Policy (Worship and Other Activities): 

A. Masks will be required to be worn by all persons while in the building. 
There will be no exceptions. Those who do not have an appropriate mask 
will be supplied one. 

B. Restrooms will be limited to 1 person at a time. 
C. Proper sanitizing stations are being installed throughout the building and 

folks are encouraged to make use of them frequently when inside. 
D. Traffic flow patterns will be clearly marked to reduce person to person 

contact and close proximity. 
 
Worship Guidelines: 
 
Worship will resume in two phases as indicated in the “Tentative Dates” section 
above with the following guidelines: 
 

A. Phase I - Live ONLINE Only - Worship teams return to the building on 
Sundays for live online worship in the morning following safety and 
distancing procedures. A hosted rebroadcast at 5:30 pm will continue 
online. 

B. Phase II - Live IN-HOUSE worship resumes with the following guidelines: 
a. Building usage procedures indicated above apply to all worship 

services. 
b. Everyone must wear a mask. No exceptions. Those who do not have 

a mask will be provided one. Those unable to wear a mask are 
considered “at risk” to themselves and to other worshippers and 
should continue to worship online. 

c. “At risk” folks are encouraged to continue to worship online for a 
while, although each person will make their own informed decision. 

d. Anyone with cold, allergy, or flu-like symptoms should stay home 
and worship online.  
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e. Congregants are asked to take their temperature and anyone with a 
temperature of 100 degrees or more should stay home and worship 
online. 

f. Congregants are asked to maintain a minimum of 6 feet from others 
and to refrain from shaking hands, passing the peace, etc. 

g. Vocal singing will be limited to worship leaders only. Congregational 
singing will resume when it is safe to do so. 

h. There will be no coffee, donuts, social time inside the building. 
Congregants are asked to socialize only in the parking lot 
maintaining safe distances. 

i. A maximum building capacity will be necessary. A maximum of 120 
worshippers per service. In order to facilitate as many worshippers 
as possible, worshippers will be dispersed throughout the building: 

i. The building has the technology to deliver on-screen live 
worship to other large spaces in the building from the main 
sanctuary. All live worship (Traditional and Contemporary) will 
be in the main sanctuary and simulcast in other large spaces. 

ii. Temporary maximum capacities will be established in each 
large space to facilitate safe distancing. 

iii. Seating will be on a first come first seated basis. When any 
space is filled to its temporary capacity, worshippers will flow 
to the additional spaces. 

iv. Should the temporary maximum building capacity be reached 
for any one worship hour, worshippers may attend online or at 
a different worship time. 

v. Family groups are asked to sit in such a way that a minimum of 
6 feet can be maintained between them. 

j. Dismissal after worship will be accomplished row by row following 
the traffic patterns in the building to facilitate safe distancing. 

k. Worship bulletins will not be produced or distributed. The order of 
worship will be displayed on the monitors in each room and available 
for download on mobile phones. 

4 



l. Offering plates will not be passed during worship. An alternative way 
of giving our tithes and offerings will be established. 

m. Communion will be suspended for the summer or until an alternative 
method of safe distribution is determined. 

n. Nursery, TrinityKids, and TrinityFamily during worship hours will not 
resume during the summer. Families are encouraged to worship 
together. 

 
TrinityFamily: 
 
Our tremendous TrinityFamily team is working on alternative ministry 
opportunities and experiences for the summer. Our TrinityKids Zone portal can 
be found here: http://www.trinity-family.com/. 
 
Church Staff: 
 
The church staff has continued to work tirelessly during the building closure. In 
many cases, our dedicated staff has had a significant increase in work hours. For 
example, our worship team has been investing in excess of 300 hours of 
production for each Sunday online worship service. Every staff member has risen 
to the challenge of this unusual time. 
 
The staff will begin limited use of the building following specific guidelines with 
many continuing to work from home as much as possible. 
 
As throughout this entire time, the telephone will be answered during operation 
hours. Staff will continue to be available by email. Office personnel hours of 
availability will be 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. 
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