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Bias Opinion
Hope in Relationships - Part 2
How are you doing? I have been thinking of you and praying for you over these past six
weeks. We entered the new year with the hope things were going to be different. Yet, we
are still living in the confusion of the Covid-19 pandemic. We are still learning new ways of
interacting with one another, making decisions, and worshiping together.
We are living in a time of great social, economic, and political polarization. I cannot recall
a time when people divided into contrasting groups as much as they do now. It seems
people, whether in politics or the church, are moving in opposite directions. They are
becoming as separate as the North and South poles.
Continue Reading...
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LeaderCast Episode 216 : Leaving a Legacy of Hope
Mikaela Shiffrin. Vincent Zhou. Joe Burrow. Queen Elizabeth. Kyle Mullen. All of the
above people were in the news over the weekend. Some are likely more familiar than
others.
Their names, whether familiar or not, are a small part of their story. Their relationships,
life focus, talents, and heritage add to their story. Some were born into their roles, others
trained for their roles, and one was seeking a new role.
Continue Reading and Listen to Episode 216

Regional Leadership Training Day Next Steps
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Thank you for your participation in the CAS/CAN Regional Leadership Training Day.
Robert Caldwell created a wonderful space for learning and reflection around bias, race,
and our faith. If you missed it and would like access to the recordings, please complete
this simple form before February 23 at 5 pm.
If you registered for the training day, you will receive information on February 28 about
accessing the recording and PowerPoint from the morning.
Before then, we encourage you to continue to respond to your learning. Here are a few
suggestions:
1. Identify one other person who attended and share your learnings with one another.
2. Set a time on the calendar after February 28 to watch the training with other
leaders from your congregation. Discuss your learnings, and identify 1-2 next steps.
Allow 2 - 3 hours or 3, one-hour time blocks.
3. Join a group of people beyond your local church to be in dialogue about your
learning and next steps. Sign-up here before February 23 at 5 pm.

Capitol Area Districts Advanced Lay Servant
Spiritual Gifts
Friday, March 25th - 6:30pm to Saturday,
March 26th - 5:00pm
Zoom
The early church knew what today’s church is rediscovering:
that Christians depend on God’s spiritual gifts to provide the foundation for their
ministry. We will look at ways in which God's gifts are practical as well as spiritual. Learn
more about how your spiritual gifts support your lay servant ministries. This course is one
of the required courses for Lay Speakers.
Be sure to purchase and read the book "Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts" by Charles V.
Bryant prior to the class. (Please purchase the text from either The Upper Room
bookstore or Cokesbury to make sure you have the correct version and not the workbook
by the same name). Plan to attend 6:30 pm on Friday evening. Class will resume on
Saturday morning at 8:30 am and will finish by 5:00 pm on Saturday. This class will be
presented by Zoom.
Here is the link for the text: Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts by Charles V. Bryant. Please
be sure to buy the correct text from one of these links. In the past, several by mistake
have purchased the workbook by the same name- but it is not by the same author.
The price is 11.99 at the Upper Room bookstore. It is available as an ebook for $9.99
https://upperroombooks.com/book/rediscovering-our-spiritual-gifts/
The Amazon Price is $14.00
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https://www.amazon.com/Rediscovering-Our-Spiritual-GiftsBuilding/dp/0835806332/ref=sr_1_1?
crid=EQMCACD5PXBL&keywords=rediscovering+our+spiritual+gifts&qid=1644002931&s
prefix=Rediscovering+Our+Spiritual+Gifts%2Caps%2C63&sr=8-1
The Cokesbury Price is $11.99
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780835806336-Rediscovering-Our-Spiritual-Gifts
Please purchase the book in advance so you can read the entire book before you come.
In addition, you will be receiving in the mail another book on Spiritual Gifts by Ann Peat
and handouts for the class. This is covered by the cost of the class.
The Deadline to register for this class is March 10th - this is earlier than usual because
we need to mail out the packets.
Register Here

Denman Award Nominations
The year 2022 is upon us, and in a few short
months, so too will be our West Ohio Annual
Conference! With that in mind, we are asking
you to consider if you know a clergy person,
lay person, or youth who should be
nominated for the Harry Denman Evangelism
Award. The Denman Award honors United
Methodists in each annual conference whose exceptional ministry in evangelism brings
people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.
A Harry Denman Award recipient is committed to consistently introducing others to the
Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the
number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person as critical in
helping start or reignite their faith journey. The West Ohio Conference recognizes youth,
lay and clergy award recipients.
Last year, West Ohio presented awards to one group of lay recipients and four clergy
recipients. However, we have been asked to limit the awards to one person per category
this year.
The Denman Award nominations form (attached) asks for the following regarding each
nominee:
Tell the story of this person’s innovative evangelism ministry.
Describe how this person’s ministry combines works of loving kindness with sharing
their Christian faith to all people (evangelism in the spirit of John Wesley).
“How” and in what tangible ways are lives being transformed by this person’s
service to Christ?
In what ways does this person’s service and ministry model “Why Jesus” to those
they touch?
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Nomination forms are due by March 15 to mgrace@wocumc.org or by mailing to West
Ohio Conference, Attn. Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085. The
West Ohio Extended Cabinet and other staff members will make determinations by the
end of April. Recipients will be notified by early May and will be recognized around the
time of Annual Conference. Nomination form can be found here

Clergy Gathering Set for February 28
Are you feeling a bit depleted and could use
time apart to find new energy and hope?
When is the last time you stopped to think
about the meaning of the lyrics in hymns and
worship music? How many times do you sing
the songs from memory but not from the
heart?
Mark your calendar for February 28 from 10 a.m. to noon for “Unrevealed until its
Season,” a two-hour, virtual gathering of colleagues and friends. The webinar will be led
by Rev. Dr. James Howell.
James took to reading slowly and pondering the words of our hymns, and found much
wonder and hope, and even some energy and beauty during these wearying, discouraging
days. He’ll share and converse with us who lead churches about all this and how song
might bind us more closely to one another and to God during this challenging season of
ministry.
James, seminary classmate of Bishop Palmer, has been one of the pastors of Myers Park
UMC since 2003. A native of Columbia, SC, he studied chemistry and physics at the
University of South Carolina before going to Divinity School at Duke, where he also
earned a Ph.D. in Old Testament. He is the author of seventeen books. His newest book,
Unrevealed Until Its Season, explores the surprising and beautiful wisdom and
encouragement in hymn lyrics we often sing past without reflecting on them. He’s
married to Lisa, a photographer and community activist, and they have three children,
Sarah (an elder in Western NC), Grace and Noah.
Register Here

Grants Available for
Accessibility Improvements
Do you know if your church is accessible for members or
guests who primarily use a wheelchair for mobility? Do
you have a church project in mind to make your building
more accessible? Or are you looking for ways to help improve your worship space so that
all people of all ages and abilities may feel included and loved by God? Then this new
grant opportunity through the West Ohio Conference could be right for you and your
church.
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The Disability and Ministry Team of the West Ohio Conference, now known as the Ohio
Disability and Ministry Collaborative, is thrilled to announce a pilot grant program to fund
projects for the improvement of church accessibility in the West Ohio
Conference. Churches may receive up to $5,000.
The Ohio Disability and Ministry Collaborative would love to read and learn more about a
project your church would like to create to make your space more accessible or inclusive
for people with disabilities. You can complete the 2022 Project Pilot Grant Application
now! Grants will be accepted, reviewed, and awarded on a rolling basis until November 1,
2022, or until all available funds have been distributed.
If your church is interested, please complete the grant application. For more information,
or questions, please email Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation and Community
Engagement.

2022 Summer Camp
Registration Underway
It’s time to get excited! Registration is open for a summer
filled with fun, faith, and friendship at West Ohio Camps.
West Ohio Camps is gearing up for an amazing summer
2022 camping season. Our camps are designed to appeal to
a wide array of interests and includes everything from horses and treehouses to performing arts and
scaling boulders. Each will focus on understanding the various names we receive and how we have all
be “NAMED” by God.
Summer Camp opportunities will be offered between June and July for campers from ages 7 to 17
across all three of our locations. Whether you are looking to try something new or be close to home,
we have options across West Ohio. Camp Widewater is our northernmost camp in Liberty Center,
Camp Wesley is more centrally located in Bellefontaine, and Camp Otterbein is our southernmost
location in Logan.
Payment plans are available to help manage camp costs. The earlier you register, the more monthly,
biweekly, or weekly payments you can spread out over time. Sibling discounts and camperships are
also available to help families absorb the cost of multiple children.
The 2022 Summer Guidebook can be viewed here. For more information about 2022 summer camps,
visit the West Ohio Camps website at www.westohiocamps.org, email camps@wocumc.org, or call 380223-2267 (CAMP).

Register Here

Retired Clergy Luncheon
We are looking forward to our next luncheon at MCL in Kingsdale
Tomorrow, February 10th, at 11:30. Brian and Kat Straub will
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share the topic “We Would Love to Get to Know You.” Kat will
pass out papers with 5 questions for us to answer secretly. The
papers will be collected. Kat and/or Brian will read the answers
and we will try to guess who it is. This will help us get to know
each other better. I would also like to update our pictures and
information for our new directory. Hope you had a blessed
Christmas and New Years. Let us hear from you.

Registration Now Open for Mexico VIM Teams
West Ohio’s Mexico Volunteers in Mission (VIM) teams are
now accepting registrations for the May, July, September,
and November 2022 mission journeys. Our mission teams
to Mexico are coordinated through Manos Juntas, the
licensed healthcare ministry of the Methodist Church of
Mexico. Each short-term mission consists of two to three
days of mission service along with travel and set up. “We
have developed a relationship with Manos Juntas over the years. Through that partnership we
are able to make a lasting impact on the community,” says Chad Stoltz, coordinator of West
Ohio’s Mexico VIM teams. “When we send teams to Mexico it helps to support Manos Juntas
financially, which allows them to continue to provide support to their community after we are
gone. That support consists of education, healthcare, transportation, food programs,
community engagement, and the list goes on.” Anyone can join – in addition to medical
personnel, teachers, students, construction workers, and helpers can all use their talents to
support the mission. Cost of the trip is $350 per person plus airfare. For more information, or to
register, click here.

All In Community Offers Continuing
Education in 2022
New in 2022, All In Community is offering
continuing education units with their monthly
ministry events. From individual and
organizational ministry effectiveness at the Every
Second Saturday Series to flexing your empathy
muscles during Saturday Circles, each session offers interactive and relevant learning
communities.
Each All In Community offering is an easy, accessible, applicable and fruitful opportunity
to earn continuing education hours while experiencing community engagement,
connection and collaboration. Certificates of Participation with specific engagement
hours for community partners are also available. Check out the schedule on the All In
Community Equipping Events page here: Click here
CEUs or Certificate Engagement Hours are available for:
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Every Second Saturday Series :: 0.20-2.20 CEUs; 2.0-22.0 Engagement Hours
Saturday Circles :: 0.15-1.35 CEUs or 1.5-15.5 Engagement Hours
Ministry Mondays :: 0.15-0.9 CEUs or 1.5-9.0 Engagement Hours
Doing Justice Series :: 0.125-0.5 CEUs or 1.25-5.0 Engagement Hours

All In Community continuing education units are ideal for laity, Lay Servant Ministers,
Certified Lay Speakers, clergy, and Local Licensed Pastors. For questions, contact Jami
Nathan at jami.nathan.22@gmail.com or Reba Collins at rebakco@gmail.com.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
EMPLOYMENT HIGHLIGHT:
Benefits and Human Resource Generalist - WOC
The Benefits/HR Generalist is a critical position within the office of the Treasurer. This
position will assist clergy and staff with administering and navigating all Benefit and
Retirement systems; advocate and promote Health and Wellness concepts through
outreach and programs designed to encourage healthy lifestyle choices while supporting
the Director of Benefits/HR with the full employee life cycle HR planning and execution.
Download full job description here
Visit our website

Visit our website to find:
Classifieds, Calendar, Resources and more!

http://www.capitolareasouth.org/district/capitolareasouth/
or

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel
free to email your request to me by Tuesday at Noon.
Capitol Area Districts, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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