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Bias Opinion
Developing Hope Through Love
We begin another Lenten journey this week. Recently, I have had the opportunity to listen
to several of you talk about your preparation for this journey, about Ash Wednesday
Worship, the imposition of ashes, and Lenten studies as well as sermon series. In each
conversation, whether directly discussed or implied, you have talked about a spiritual
preparation to reflect upon God’s redemptive work in the world.
As I have thought about those conversations, I have been reminded of a fundamental
aspect of the Lenten experience, the focus upon who we are in relationship to Jesus, the
church, and the community. It is a focus upon the inner reality and depth of God’s love in
our lives and upon how God’s love is lived out in and through us in real everyday and
ordinary relationships. As I have reflected upon this, I have begun to ask myself the
question, “For whom am I living my life?”
Continue Reading...

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/

1/10

3/3/22, 6:13 PM

Constant Contact

Podcast Episode 219 : Hope For The Journey: Repentance
Lent is upon us. Today, we’ll speak and hear the words, “Remember that you are dust, and
to dust you shall return” as the sign of the cross is placed on foreheads. The journey of
Lent is a time of repentance, fasting, and preparation for the coming of Easter.
We’ve planned a series of podcasts for Lent that will help you approach lent with hope. As
you participate in self-examination and reflection this Lent, the podcast will help you
explore a different theme each week. We begin this week with the theme of repentance.
Continue Reading and Listen to Episode 219

ACCESS TO RECENT LEADERSHIP DAY RECORDINGS NOW
AVAILABLE
If you weren't able to attend the recent Leadership Training Days across the conference,
access is now available on West Ohio's new training platform. You will receive access to:
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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·
·
·
·

Bishop Palmer's Welcome Video
4 Keynote Addresses
4 Administrative Committee Trainings
32 workshops that were presented across the four regions.

Follow the instructions below. If you need assistance, please call the district office.
Instructions to Access the West Ohio Conference Learning Platform
To access the training, please follow the 3 steps below.
Step 1: Set a Password
· If this is your first time accessing the West Ohio Conference Learning Platform, you
need to set up a password using this password reset
link: https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/password/reset
· Simply enter your email address on the form. Once your password is set, you can
proceed to the login instructions below.
· If you already have a password, proceed to Step 2.
Step 2: Log in to the West Ohio Conference Learning Platform
· Navigate to: https://westohioumc.newzenler.com/
· Bookmark the above website
· Click login in the upper right corner
· Enter your Email address (where you’re reading this message).
· Enter your Password: The password you set via the above link
Step 3: Participate in on-demand learning
· Click on the Leadership Training Day Picture
Enjoy the keynote presentations and workshops

2022 United Methodist
Community Ministries
Spring offering Local Grant Applications
Now Available!
If you are dreaming about a new ministry to reach and serve people in your community,
the time to act is now! The Local Church Grant Application for 2022 now available on
the Community Ministries website , then choose the 2022 Spring Local Grant Application
at the bottom of the page. Have a question about what missional programs qualify?
Contact Rev. Karen Cook at kcook@wocumc.org or 614-844-6200 ext. 15110. Grant
funding is up to $5,000 per year per church. Applications are due on April 1, 2022.

Committee-Driven Annual Reports
Due June 1

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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It is time to begin completing the committee-driven annual
reports, which are due June 1, 2022. These include:
· Trustees: Trustee Legal & Property Report and Parsonage
Inspection, if applicable
· Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee: Local Church
Pastor Self-Assessment, West Ohio Conference SPRC Pastoral
Assessment Form, and SMART Goal Formation Guide
· Finance Committee: 2021 Fund Balance Report (Audit)
· Church Historian: Local Church History Report
To help churches plan for these important reports, we have instituted one due date for all
committee forms.
Your District Office will soon be sending out information to these respective committee
chairpersons. Note that online submission of these forms is preferred when possible.
Contact your District Office with any questions that you may have.
Click Here for forms and instructions lick here for district contact information

2022 West Ohio Annual
Conference
The 53rd session of the West Ohio Annual
Conference will be held virtually on Friday,
June 3 through Saturday, June 4.
Registration is required and you can register
here: https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022.
Registration ends on April 20.
What if you cannot participate in this year's
annual conference?
Clergy Members: You must request permission from Chris Clough, Secretary of the
Annual Conference, to be excused from the Annual Conference session. To make
your request click here.
Lay Members: If you are unable to continue your role as Lay Member to Annual
Conference from your church you need to contact your pastor. Lay Members At
Large should contact your district office.

Bishop Palmer's Spring
Leadership Clinics
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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Bishop Palmer’s Leadership Clinics are back with
some new features! This spring we will welcome
three new guests to share about leadership, life,
and leading with boldness. Each Clinic offers a LIVE
training by the guest, an exclusive interview with
Bishop Palmer, and a Q&A to answer some of your
questions.
NEW THIS YEAR: All Clinic participants will be invited to join Bishop Palmer for a followup zoom discussion on a different day; called Bishop’s Huddle-Up. Also, each Clinic
includes a free book from the guest. Read more here
Registration Cost:
Ohio Leaders: $30 per session or $75 for the 3-pack discount
Non-Ohio Leaders: $40 per session or $100 for the 3-pack discount
Special 3-Pack Discount ends on March 12.
Click here for more information and to register

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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Capitol Area South United Methodist Women
The Capitol Areas South UMW Leadership Team will be providing a Leadership
Training opportunity for local UMW leaders/officers. It will be Saturday, March

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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5 at 10:00 am via zoom. Gather with your other local leaders or join us along in
the comforts of your easy chair as we strengthen our leadership skills together.

Register Here
Capitol Area Districts Advanced Lay Servant
Spiritual Gifts
Friday, March 25th - 6:30pm to Saturday,
March 26th - 5:00pm
Zoom
The early church knew what today’s church is rediscovering:
that Christians depend on God’s spiritual gifts to provide the foundation for their
ministry. We will look at ways in which God's gifts are practical as well as spiritual. Learn
more about how your spiritual gifts support your lay servant ministries. This course is one
of the required courses for Lay Speakers.
Be sure to purchase and read the book "Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts" by Charles V.
Bryant prior to the class. (Please purchase the text from either The Upper Room
bookstore or Cokesbury to make sure you have the correct version and not the workbook
by the same name). Plan to attend 6:30 pm on Friday evening. Class will resume on
Saturday morning at 8:30 am and will finish by 5:00 pm on Saturday. This class will be
presented by Zoom.
Here is the link for the text: Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts by Charles V. Bryant. Please
be sure to buy the correct text from one of these links. In the past, several by mistake
have purchased the workbook by the same name- but it is not by the same author.
The price is 11.99 at the Upper Room bookstore. It is available as an ebook for $9.99
https://upperroombooks.com/book/rediscovering-our-spiritual-gifts/
The Amazon Price is $14.00
https://www.amazon.com/Rediscovering-Our-Spiritual-GiftsBuilding/dp/0835806332/ref=sr_1_1?
crid=EQMCACD5PXBL&keywords=rediscovering+our+spiritual+gifts&qid=1644002931&s
prefix=Rediscovering+Our+Spiritual+Gifts%2Caps%2C63&sr=8-1
The Cokesbury Price is $11.99
https://www.cokesbury.com/9780835806336-Rediscovering-Our-Spiritual-Gifts
Please purchase the book in advance so you can read the entire book before you come.
In addition, you will be receiving in the mail another book on Spiritual Gifts by Ann Peat
and handouts for the class. This is covered by the cost of the class.
The Deadline to register for this class is March 10th - this is earlier than usual because
we need to mail out the packets.
Register Here
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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Denman Award Nominations
The year 2022 is upon us, and in a few short
months, so too will be our West Ohio Annual
Conference! With that in mind, we are asking
you to consider if you know a clergy person,
lay person, or youth who should be
nominated for the Harry Denman Evangelism
Award. The Denman Award honors United
Methodists in each annual conference whose exceptional ministry in evangelism brings
people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.
A Harry Denman Award recipient is committed to consistently introducing others to the
Good News of Jesus Christ in all ministry settings. Their ministry is exceptional for the
number of new Christ followers who credit encounters with this person as critical in
helping start or reignite their faith journey. The West Ohio Conference recognizes youth,
lay and clergy award recipients.
Last year, West Ohio presented awards to one group of lay recipients and four clergy
recipients. However, we have been asked to limit the awards to one person per category
this year.
The Denman Award nominations form (attached) asks for the following regarding each
nominee:
Tell the story of this person’s innovative evangelism ministry.
Describe how this person’s ministry combines works of loving kindness with sharing
their Christian faith to all people (evangelism in the spirit of John Wesley).
“How” and in what tangible ways are lives being transformed by this person’s
service to Christ?
In what ways does this person’s service and ministry model “Why Jesus” to those
they touch?
Nomination forms are due by March 15 to mgrace@wocumc.org or by mailing to West
Ohio Conference, Attn. Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085. The
West Ohio Extended Cabinet and other staff members will make determinations by the
end of April. Recipients will be notified by early May and will be recognized around the
time of Annual Conference. Nomination form can be found here

Grants Available for
Accessibility Improvements
Do you know if your church is accessible for members or
guests who primarily use a wheelchair for mobility? Do
you have a church project in mind to make your building
more accessible? Or are you looking for ways to help improve your worship space so that
all people of all ages and abilities may feel included and loved by God? Then this new
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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grant opportunity through the West Ohio Conference could be right for you and your
church.
The Disability and Ministry Team of the West Ohio Conference, now known as the Ohio
Disability and Ministry Collaborative, is thrilled to announce a pilot grant program to fund
projects for the improvement of church accessibility in the West Ohio
Conference. Churches may receive up to $5,000.
The Ohio Disability and Ministry Collaborative would love to read and learn more about a
project your church would like to create to make your space more accessible or inclusive
for people with disabilities. You can complete the 2022 Project Pilot Grant Application
now! Grants will be accepted, reviewed, and awarded on a rolling basis until November 1,
2022, or until all available funds have been distributed.
If your church is interested, please complete the grant application. For more information,
or questions, please email Sam Rodriguez, Director of Faith Formation and Community
Engagement.

Coming Out with God
Coming Out With God (COWG) is a peer-to-peer support group for LGBTQIA+ Christians
which King Avenue UMC will be starting in March. Many of us struggle with aligning our
faith and our identity, especially after experiencing religious trauma. Or some of us may
have anxiety when we think about coming out to other Christians in our lives. This
confidential, drop-in group for adults will discuss a variety of topics related to the
challenges of coming out to ourselves and others. God loves and celebrates the authentic
and unique you!!!
COWG will start on March 7 at 7pm and continue to meet twice a month (first and third
Mondays, 7pm) at King Avenue UMC (299 King Avenue, Columbus, OH 43201). If you have
any questions, contact Rev. Andy Burns at andy@kingave.org.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
EMPLOYMENT HIGHLIGHT:
Benefits and Human Resource Generalist - WOC
The Benefits/HR Generalist is a critical position within the office of the Treasurer. This
position will assist clergy and staff with administering and navigating all Benefit and
Retirement systems; advocate and promote Health and Wellness concepts through
outreach and programs designed to encourage healthy lifestyle choices while supporting
the Director of Benefits/HR with the full employee life cycle HR planning and execution.
Download full job description here
Visit our website

https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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Visit our website to find:
Classifieds, Calendar, Resources and more!

http://www.capitolareasouth.org/district/capitolareasouth/
or

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel
free to email your request to me by Tuesday at Noon.
Capitol Area Districts, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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