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March 16, 2022

Bias Opinion
Remembering Hope
If you are wondering if there is any hope in the midst of all the difficulties, chaos, and
confusion, I can tell you there is hope. Hope centered in Jesus. Hope for our future. I’m
sure of it.
It has been my experience that in the midst of change, whether I want it or not and
whether I like it or not, God has something new and exciting on the other side of the
difficulties and confusion.
Continue Reading...
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Podcast Episode 221: Hope For The Journey: Self-Denial
If there is no self-denial there is no following Jesus. While at first glance that may seem
like a bold statement, think of it instead as a countercultural statement. After all, Jesus’
invitation reminds us, “All who want to come after me must say no to themselves, take up
their cross daily, and follow me.” Luke 9:23.
In a world where personal preferences can often take center stage, the topic of self-denial
is often overlooked or ignored. In this episode, Tim and Sara have a conversation about
self-denial, explore how it’s more than “giving something up for Lent” and end with love
being the primary motivation for self-denial.
Continue Reading and Listen to Episode 221...

Registration is Open for the
2022 Clergy Session
Registration is now open for Clergy Session which will
be held virtually on Tuesday, May 10. This event is
only for Clergy Members and Members of the
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry.
Register Here

2022 Healthy Boundaries/
Clergy Sexual Ethics Training
Registration is open for the 2022 Healthy
Boundaries/Clergy Sexual Ethics Training.
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/

2/8

3/17/22, 3:11 PM

Constant Contact

As stated in the Book of Discipline, all clergy are
required to complete this training each
quadrennium. Registration is required and
appreciated.
Training dates are as follows:

here
Thursday, June 16 Register here

Saturday, April 2 Register here
Saturday, April 30 Register here
Thursday, May 5 (Extension Ministers) Register

YEAR END STATISTICAL REPORTS DEADLINE APPROACHING
Please work with your church leadership to gather the statistical information from 2021
and complete the Year-End Report as soon as possible. The hard deadline to enter the
statistics in the Ezra database is this Thursday March 18 (last year they were due in
February).
If you don't want to upload the data, mail the reports to:
Attn: Jack Frost, West Ohio Conference UMC,
32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington OH 43085-3585
If you need assistance or need copies of last year's data, please reach out to the District
Office. We can work through the reports together, but don't wait until the day before the
deadline.
BLANK FORM
TABLE INSTRUCTIONS
If you have issues with access to the Ezra system, contact Jack Frost at
the Conference Office.
Direct Line: 380-223-9228 or email jfrost@wocumc.org.

New District Superintendents
Announced
Bishop Gregory V. Palmer has announced
the appointments of Rev. Jennifer Lucas
and Rev. Dr. James Wilson II as District
Superintendents of the Ohio River Valley
(ORV) and Miami Valley (MIV) Districts,
respectively. These appointments are
effective July 1, 2022.
“I am delighted to welcome both of these wonderful colleagues to serve in the ministry of
superintending. They both bring a passion to help all people know and experience the
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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love of God in Christ Jesus in community. They will enrich the cabinet team with their
unique gifts,” said Bishop Gregory V. Palmer. Read More.....

2022 United Methodist
Community Ministries
Spring offering Local Grant
Applications
Now Available!
If you are dreaming about a new ministry to reach and serve people in your community,
the time to act is now! The Local Church Grant Application for 2022 now available on
the Community Ministries website , then choose the 2022 Spring Local Grant Application
at the bottom of the page. Have a question about what missional programs qualify?
Contact Rev. Karen Cook at kcook@wocumc.org or 614-844-6200 ext. 15110. Grant
funding is up to $5,000 per year per church. Applications are due on April 1, 2022.

Hilliard UMC Hosts Pakistani Mission Leaders
Hilliard UMC is delighted to be hosting Sohail Samuel and his daughter Zarnab who lead a
Christian school for young children in rural Pakistan.
They are visiting several churches across West and East Ohio making connections with
pastors and lay people interested in learning about how to support educating young
children, particularly young girls in this rural area of Pakistan.
FRIDAY, March 25th from 2p-3pm at the West Ohio Conference Office – Join us
for a Meet and Greet with Sohail and Zarnab. Learn how you and your church can join in
this new and exciting partnership to raise up young people who will
make a difference.

Committee-Driven Annual Reports
Due June 1
It is time to begin completing the committee-driven annual
reports, which are due June 1, 2022. These include:
· Trustees: Trustee Legal & Property Report and Parsonage
Inspection, if applicable
· Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Committee: Local Church
Pastor Self-Assessment, West Ohio Conference SPRC Pastoral
Assessment Form, and SMART Goal Formation Guide
· Finance Committee: 2021 Fund Balance Report (Audit)
· Church Historian: Local Church History Report
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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To help churches plan for these important reports, we have instituted one due date for all
committee forms.
Your District Office will soon be sending out information to these respective committee
chairpersons. Note that online submission of these forms is preferred when possible.
Contact your District Office with any questions that you may have.
Click Here for forms and instructions lick here for district contact information

2022 West Ohio Annual Conference
The 53rd session of the West Ohio Annual
Conference will be held virtually on Friday, June 3
through Saturday, June 4.
Registration is required and you can register
here: https://www.westohioumc.org/ac/2022.
Registration ends on April 20.
What if you cannot participate in this year's annual
conference?
Clergy Members: You must request permission from Chris Clough, Secretary of the
Annual Conference, to be excused from the Annual Conference session. To make
your request click here.
Lay Members: If you are unable to continue your role as Lay Member to Annual
Conference from your church you need to contact your pastor. Lay Members At
Large should contact your district office.

Northwest Plains Lay Servant Ministry Classes
Lead in Worship (Advanced Core Course)
· Saturday, April 2, 2022 - 8:30am to 4:00pm
· Zoom
Register Here
Spiritual Disciplines (Advanced Course)
· Saturday, April 2, 2022 - 8:30am to 4:00pm
· Zoom
Register Here

Brotherhood Mutual Grant Opportunity
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How many more hearts could be reached if only a ministry had a bit more funds? The
Kingdom Advancing Grant supports creative church projects that are transforming local
communities through ministry. It maximizes the impact of great ideas by funding
initiatives that other Christian churches can replicate, plus recipients receive guidance
and assistance.
Kingdom Advancing Grant
Grant Requirements
This is an opportunity for you to reach out to those ministries you know that could benefit
from this opportunity.
A church is invited to apply for the Kingdom Advancing Grant if they are planning a new
initiative or revitalizing a recent initiative that addresses at least one of the following
objectives:
Increasing community engagement
Meeting real and practical human needs
Establishing creative, transformative, or collaborative revenue streams to help the
church expand its impact
Accepting submissions January 1st to May 1st, 2022.
A letter from a Former UM Missionary to
Ukraine
The Rev. John Calhoun was formerly a United Methodist
missionary to Ukraine. Here he writes to provide information
on how best to support the United Methodist response in
Ukraine.

Dearest ministry partners and friends,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus, and greetings from Vienna.
Our hearts are heavy with grief over the invasion and bombardment of Ukraine by Russian
forces. The suffering has already been great, and it appears that many dark days and nights lie
ahead.
For most of the past decade, I served as a GBGM missionary in Kyiv, in partnership with the
United Methodist Church of Ukraine. Although United Methodists in Ukraine are relatively small
in number, they are believers with large hearts who have faithfully witnessed the gospel
through word and deed in their communities.
Today, in the midst of war, United Methodists continue to serve others. As many thousands
across Ukraine are fleeing their homes in search of safe sanctuary, UMC congregations in
western Ukraine are opening their hearts and doors, providing food, shelter, and other forms of
emergency care to families in need.
Many of you have contacted me in recent days, asking how you might assist the Ukrainian
people. Through The Advance, the donation platform of the UMC Board of Global Ministries,
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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you can give in support of those fleeing war in Ukraine:
Advance #982450: UMCOR International Disaster Response. Donations to this Advance
account will be directed to UMCOR, which is already partnering with agencies on the ground in
Eastern and Central Europe to assist those displaced by the fighting and to respond in
assistance within Ukraine. Click here to donate.
I encourage you to give generously in support of the innocent victims of this tragedy. I thank
you for your prayerful generosity and faithful witness.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. John Calhoun

Denman Award Nominations
The year 2022 is upon us, and in a few short months, so too
will be our West Ohio Annual Conference! With that in
mind, we are asking you to consider if you know a clergy
person, lay person, or youth who should be nominated for
the Harry Denman Evangelism Award. The Denman Award
honors United Methodists in each annual conference whose exceptional ministry in
evangelism brings people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ.
Nomination forms are due by March 15 to mgrace@wocumc.org or by mailing to West
Ohio Conference, Attn. Mariellyn Grace, 32 Wesley Blvd, Worthington, OH 43085. The
West Ohio Extended Cabinet and other staff members will make determinations by the
end of April. Recipients will be notified by early May and will be recognized around the
time of Annual Conference. Nomination form can be found here

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Visit our website

Visit our website to find:
Classifieds, Calendar, Resources and more!

http://www.capitolareasouth.org/district/capitolareasouth/
or

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel
free to email your request to me by Tuesday at Noon.
Capitol Area Districts, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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