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Bias Opinion
Leading Through the Conflict of Agreement
In the world today, whether it be in Europe, Asia, Africa, your community, or your church,
opportunities for conflict are multiplying. We view this conflict as a clash of different
values, opinions, or cultures. From that perspective, whether it is ethnic, religious,
political, or personal differences, the conflict has the potential for harmful consequences.
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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As leaders, we are focused mostly on transforming conflict into positive action so that
everyone can move forward together. That work is good and needed. But have you
considered the conflict of everyone agreeing without question or challenge?
Continue Reading...

Podcast Episode 229: The Means of Grace: Hope in Searching the Scripture
Why do you search the scriptures? While the reasons we study and read the scriptures are
numerous, there's one main reason to "search the scriptures."
As we search the scriptures, we're seeking to encounter God. The means of grace are
ways to encounter God's love, so we can be transformed into the image of God. This
week, explore how searching the scriptures is an opportunity to encounter God and
experience hope.
Continue Reading and Listen to Episode 229...
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Important Annual Conference Information
The 53rd Session of the West Ohio Annual
Conference is fast approaching. Under the theme,
Becoming, we will worship, hold celebrations of
ministry, and care for the business of our annual
conference.
As we look forward to conferencing together, there are several details to make note of:
Retirement Service, May 15 at 4 p.m. at Grace United Methodist Church, Zanesville
(hybrid/live-streamed/recorded)
Virtual Training for Annual Conference, May 31 from 6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The Annual Conference Session will be held virtually on Friday, June 3, and
Saturday, June 4.
Offering- The conference offering will go toward International Disaster Response
through the United Methodist Committee on Relief. When a natural or humancaused disaster strikes outside of the United States, UMCOR serves as the primary
channel for United Methodist assistance. This includes supporting refugees fleeing
disasters with food, water, hygiene, and other essential non-food supplies and
temporary shelter. To donate, click here.

LINWORTH LEARNS - SOCIAL JUSTICE SPEAKER SERIES
May is Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage (AAPI) month and all
are invited to gather on zoom to learn more about the AAPI heritage
and experience at the next Social Justice Speaker Event on May 18th
at 7 p.m.! Linworth UMC welcomes Dr. Pranav Jani as he presents:
"Forever Foreign and Exotic: Historical Roots of Anti-Asian Violence
in the US” Dr. Jani describes his presentation: "The horrific murders of
six Asian American women in Atlanta in March 2021 raised national
awareness about the presence of anti-Asian racism in the US during these pandemic
years. But in a country that still finds it hard to grapple with its racist past, the historical
roots of anti-Asian violence are often erased. This talk by Dr. Pranav Jani, the Program
Director of Asian American Studies at Ohio State, explains that history in relationship to
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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the legacies of slavery, colonialism, and imperialism." You are invited to join us to listen
and learn so that we may grow to be a more compassionate community for all people!

Please click here to register for this event. If you have any questions or if you
are interested in information about LUMC's previous events or future plans in
this series please contact contact Rev. Sara McSwords
at pastorsara@linworthumc.org
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Capitol Area District Conferences
Capitol Area South
Wednesday, May 25, 7:00 pm via Zoom - Register Here
Capitol Area North
Thursday, May 26, 7:00 pm via Zoom - Register Here
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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Clergy and laity in the Districts are invited to the spring District Conference, being held via
Zoom this year. We will care for the business of the District and share information around
Annual Conference. Materials and the zoom link will be sent out to participants prior to
your District's the meeting.
Contact your District Office with any questions, capitolareanorth@wocumc.org /
capitolareasouth@wocumc.org

2022 Laity Discernment Retreats
Offer Time and Space
“I gained a much better understanding of the many ways
God ‘speaks’ in and through people and learned that rarely is
it through words. I learned that discernment is a process and
rarely a definitive answer.” – Shelley Eden, participant
The 2022 West Ohio Laity Discernment Retreats, held in February and March, brought
together 14 lay persons for virtual fellowship, prayer, and discernment. Led by Kim LaRue
and Deaconess Kris Shoaf, Laity Discernment Retreats talk about call, discernment, and
what it means to be "called by your baptism." Also discussed are the variety of ways laity
can serve both in our churches and in our communities.
This year, Rev. Larry Brown, a retired elder, spoke about the importance of laity making
time and space to do the work of discernment – which is what these retreats are all about.
“It isn’t so much that I needed to discern my direction, but it gave me time to orient my
thoughts and actions to the path God was opening,” said participant Joyce Oiler.
 he next Laity Discernment Retreats will be held in-person in the Central Ohio area on
T
Saturday, October 8, 2022, and Saturday, November 19, 2022. Virtual retreats will be held
again in 2023 on January 31, February 7, and March 21. Registration is not yet open, but
you are welcome to email Kim LaRue for more information at kimlarue@powellumc.org,
or click here to visit the webpage.
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Your Group Ruling Questions Answered
Did you know there is a fast, easy, and efficient process for getting your Methodist
ministry’s federal tax-exempt status - without going through the laborious process of
applying to the IRS? The General Council on Finance and Administration – the
administrative executive agency for the United Methodist Connection - has been granted
a Group Tax Exemption ruling by the IRS. This allows us to issue a Letter of Inclusion to
established United Methodist ministries, including local churches, granting 501(c)3 status
to those organizations. Our experienced Legal Team compiled this fantastic list of FAQs
to help you understand and obtain your federal tax-exempt letter.
Learn More About the UMC's Group Ruling
I AM Ready To Apply Learn More about the UMC’s Gr I'm Ready To A

What Happens When a New Denomination
Launches?
United Methodists will gathered for worship, attend
Bible studies and join in ministries such as housing the
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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homeless and feeding the hungry on May 1 as they do
most Sundays.
That same day, organizers of the Global Methodist
Church marked the official launch of their new,
theologically conservative breakaway denomination.
But don’t expect things in the 13-million member,
international United Methodist Church to look much different come Monday morning.
Both United Methodist and Global Methodist leaders agree that any separations from
The United Methodist Church will take time to sort out.
After all, Methodism’s founder John Wesley instructed: “Do not rashly tear asunder the
Read more

2021-2022 Appointments
The list of pastoral appointments beginning July 1, 2021 can be
accessed clicking here.
Please refer back to these lists as they are updated frequently.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Visit our website

Visit our website to find:
Classifieds, Calendar, Resources and more!

http://www.capitolareasouth.org/district/capitolareasouth/
or

https://www.capitolareanorth.org/district/capitolareanorth
https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/dashboard/home/#/
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Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter,
feel free to email your request to me by Tuesday at Noon.
Capitol Area Districts, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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