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October 6, 2021

Bias Opinion
There was a time in my life when making a name for myself was extremely important. I
never said it out loud, but I wanted to be known for something significant. I thought that
would give me a reason to like myself and that I would really be somebody who had
accomplished something.
Even though I felt this way, I said I wanted to be like Jesus. I confess at that time I did not
understand why Jesus did not share my preoccupation for notoriety. In fact, I was
astonished at how indifferent Jesus was to fame or reputation.
Continue Reading...
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LeaderCast Episode 198:
The Importance of History and Context in Leadership
Where is the first German-speaking Methodist Church located? No, we’re not asking a
random trivia question. It’s a question about history.
Listen to Episode 198 and get the answer.
But, for now, we’ll tell you this: it’s probably not located where you think.
Listen to Episode 198...

2021 Charge Conferences
Due to the current envionment, the

Capitol Area North District regional charge conferences
will now be held via Zoom.
The due dates and church assignments remain the same: Tuesday October 26, Thursday
November 4 and Thursday November 18. Check your charge conference date here. Zoom
links will be sent out soon.
Each church is to have completed and submitted their charge
conference forms online prior to their scheduled charge conference.
No additional forms need be submitted.
Now would be a good time to have your committees meet to address nominations, set
salary packages for the new year, identify your Breakthrough Goals, update your Safe
Sanctuary policy, update your membership rolls, and complete any annual forms that
remain. Remember that much of the information requested auto-fills online, so be sure to
start with the online forms to save time. If you need help logging in contact the District
https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#edit/activity/fd4fcaf4-00c6-4f4d-9801-c3a81ec5fe03
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Office. (Do not create a new account or you will not have the correct permissions.) You
can also access the worksheets here .
Details and specific instructions were emailed out on August 19th. If you have any
questions or need assistance please reach out to Jill Philipp, jphilipp@wocumc.org. I am
happy to schedule a time to Zoom with you if you are new to the process or need
assistance.

October 22, 2021
The time is always right to make sure we
safeguard the church and its ministries. This
year's Legal Forum, hosted by Ohio
Northern University Law School, will tackle
some emerging challenges and include
topics that are always timely. The forum will
be presented in a hybrid format via Zoom
and in person from the Law School auditorium. Registration is required whether
attending the event in person or participating via Zoom. Lunch will be included for
those attending in person.
Topics Include:
Boy Scout bankruptcy update, including risk management recommendations
Building use agreements with outside and community groups
ONU nonprofit clinic update
Tax and legal considerations of generating non-offering plate income streams
Safe sanctuaries
Insurance panel: Brotherhood Mutual, Church Mutual, United Methodist Insurance
Location:
Ohio Northern University Law School
525 S. Main St., Ada, OH 45810
Note: ONU has a mask mandate so all in-person attendees will be required to wear a
mask.
Event Date & Time: October 22, 2021; 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Cost: The event is free whether participating virtually or in person.
For more information and to register CLICK HERE.

Note: Registration ends this Friday October 8, 2021,
at 5:00 pm

Please contact Tim McCoy, Episcopal Office Administrative Coordinator with questions at
tmccoy@wocumc.org.
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Saying "I Appreciate You" to Pastors
No matter how humble or unassuming they may be, most people get a warm glow inside
when someone says “thank you” for what they’ve done or expresses appreciation simply
for who they are. Clergy and others who fill pastoral roles are no exception.
October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month with the second Sunday designated as
Pastor Appreciation Day. It is a time to say “thank you” to the people who may be most
visible as preachers and teachers, but who, in reality, are on-call 24/7. They stand with
congregants and others to offer spiritual and other support in times of confusion and
transition, times of heart-wrenching sorrow and times of overwhelming joy. They laugh,
cry and pray with those whom they shepherd and serve.
Established as a worldwide recognition time in 1992, the call to honor the contributions of
pastoral leaders can be traced back to Paul, who advised congregations to give “double
honor” to the elders who managed the affairs of the church well, “especially those whose
work is preaching and teaching” (1 Timothy 5:17, NIV).
Some staff-parish relations committees or other groups in the congregation plan ways to
honor or recognize their pastors during October. Whether or not the congregation does
so together, individuals can say “thank you.”
Here are some ways to extend appreciation to pastors or other clergy. And, remember,
these suggestions are also good for birthdays, celebrating a reappointment and other
times when the congregation or individuals want to say “thank you.”
Used from Resource UMC

Coming up.....
Only four more Minis this year! Watch the promos below
to learn more about the two Minis in October
I Don’t Like Them, I Need to Get to Know Them Better
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October 12, 2021 from 10:30 am-12:00 pm
Learn more
Should We Start a Dinner Church?
November 2, 2021 from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Learn more
Creating a Healthy Staff Culture
November 4, 2021 from 10:30 am - 12:00 pm
Learn more
Register for these at www.MultiplyMinis.org
Multiply Minis are interactive, relevant, and timely trainings for ministry leaders and
churches to multiply your impact. Minis are free for West Ohio clergy and laity. To view
the full listing of this year’s Multiply Minis and/or to register for any of the sessions,
visit www.multiplyminis.org. CEUs are available for all Multiply Minis.

Bishop Palmer's
Leadership Clinics
Beth Comstock will join Bishop Palmer on
Thursday, October 14 from 10am to
12pm. She will be speaking about
“Courage, Creativity, and the Power of
Change.”
Beth has built a career as storyteller,
marketer and innovation champion, as GE's first female Vice Chair, as well as Chief
Marketing and Commercial Officer. She was President of Integrated Media at NBC
Universal as part of her journey through media, which included roles at NBC, CBS and
Turner Broadcasting. Beth is currently a director at Nike and EVgo, a Trustee at National
Geographic Society, and a partner in Climate Real Impact Solutions. Beth is considered
one of "The World's 100 Most Powerful Women” by Forbes magazine, a top ten most
influential leader in the US, and a top 20 most influential communicator in the US. Beth’s
book Imagine It Forward: Courage, Creativity, and the Power of Change has become a great
resource for organizations looking to innovate and change. Registration for each Clinic is
$20 for West Ohio leaders; $40 for non-West Ohio leaders.
REGISTRATION ENDS OCTOBER 11TH
Go to westohioumc.org/Clinics to learn more and to register.

Who in your congregation has expressed an
interest in lay ministry?
Share these course opportunities with them!
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Capitol Area North and South Districts
Lay Servant Ministry Courses
DISCOVER YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS - (One of the 6 Lay
Speaker Core Courses) The early church knew what
today's church is discovering: that Christians depend on
God's spiritual gifts to provide the foundation for their
ministry. We will look at ways in which God's gifts are
practical as well as spiritual. Learn more about how your
spiritual gifts support your lay servant ministries. This
course will be held in-person at Church of the Master in Westerville on October 15 and 16.
$25. REGISTER HERE by October 7.
INTRODUCTION TO LAY SERVANT MINISTRY: THE BASIC COURSE - Ministry isn't just
a clergy endeavor; all Christians are called to serve. Laity serve on the front-line of
evangelical living. This course will help laity explore and discover their unique call in
serving God, neighbor and the greater church. The cost is $20. This course will be held inperson at Church of the Master in Westerville on October 16, but may be offered via
Zoom if needed because of COVID restrictions. REGISTER HERE by October 7.
See all Lay Servant Ministry Courses being offered conference-wide here.

West Ohio to Host
‘Ministry with the Forgotten’ Webinar
October 23
On Saturday, October 23, the West Ohio Conference will
host an all-day webinar on ministering to people with
memory issues. The workshop will be led by Bishop
Kenneth L. Carder, author of the book Ministry with the
Forgotten: Dementia Through a Spiritual Lens. The
webinar will be held online from 8:30am-5:00pm (EDT),
beginning with a time of worship and prayer and ending
with a panel discussion. As part of the $30 event fee, you
will receive a copy of Bishop Carder's book. Advanced
credit will be awarded to Certified Lay Speakers, Certified
Lay Servants, Certified Lay Ministers, and candidates in
the CLM Academy. West Ohio Clergy may receive 0.3 CEUs. Laity who have a particular
interest in this topic may also attend. Deadline to register is October 9. For more
information or to register, click here.

All in Community Monthly
Virtual Events

October 9
EVERY SECOND SATURDAY SERIES – Good
Samaritan Ministry, Part 2
10AM - Noon on Zoom
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Good Samaritan Ministry focuses on
restoring hope and supporting healing with
crime victims and survivors. Part 2 of this
three-part series equips victim/survivor allies
for supporting long-term social, emotional
and spiritual healing. This interactive session
incorporates ODRC Victim Awareness case
studies, the Stephen Ministry model of care,
restorative practices and personal experiences.
Presenters: Karri Lewis & Jami Nathan, All In Community Leadership Team
Advanced Zoom registration is required
October 23
Saturday Circles – Victimization Impact
10-11:30am on Zoom
If you’ve been the victim of a crime or experienced criminal harm for yourself, in your
family, or in your community, this month's Saturday Circles offers you an understanding,
safe, empathetic community. The goal of this Listening Circle is to create space for shared
emotional connection. We aim to support individuals that have been harmed by the
actions of another through listening without judgement, questioning, or shame. We
support your truth and agency to determine your own path to healing.
When participating in a Listening Circle, you have the responsibility to listen and an
opportunity to be heard. This is not a space for debate. Together, we will hold space for
sharing of our experiences, acknowledging our individual and collective suffering and
finding strength to face the future in whatever way that comes.
Space is limited to 30 participants due to the intimate nature of the Listening Circle.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.
October 25
Ministry Monday – HOPE Letters Information Session
7:00-8:30PM on Zoom
Do you want to start a justice-involved ministry and don't know where to start? Join us for
this HOPE Letters Information Session. HOPE Letters, a signature initiative of All In
Community, is a reentry mentoring-by-correspondence ministry between several UM
groups, community partners and the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.
Several current HOPE Letter groups are looking for new members. Or you can start a
group. Members of other faith traditions are invited to join this ministry.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.

Upcoming Retired Ministers and
Spouses Luncheon at MCL
October 14 at 11:30 am
This will be one of the most fun meetings we have had.
Brian Straub will lead the discussion. Think of the funniest
thing in your ministry and plan to share it. Have you ever
seen a bride in a beautiful wedding dress fall to her knees
and sob during her wedding? It happened. I am sure we
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have enough stories to keep us all laughing, Hope to see
you Thursday, October 14th. This is the MCL at the
Kingsdale Shopping Center in Upper Arlington. Hope to
hear from you. Feel free to invite others who may not be
on my list. Emma and Bill Tolliver elt1000@aol.com
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Fish Fry at Marion Prospect Street UMC
October 28
We will be having an All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry by Dan’s Fish Fry Services from Indiana, at
Prospect Street United Methodist Church, 185 S. Prospect Street, Marion, OH, on
Thursday, October 28, from 4 – 7 p.m. Call the church office at 740-382-6069 for more
information or if you would like to purchase a ticket.

UMM Retreat Planned for
Camp Wesley October 29-30
The United Methodist Men of the West Ohio
Conference will hold a men’s retreat at
Camp Wesley in Bellefontaine, OH, on
Friday, October 29, at 6:00pm through
Saturday, October 30, at 4:30pm. The event
will feature two renowned speakers with a
strong background in men’s ministry as well as testimonies from leaders in our jurisdiction
and local churches. There will also be several activities to engage participants and provide
them with resources to energize men’s ministry in the local church. Camp Wesley offers a
beautiful setting for a fall retreat with ample space for outdoor exercise such as hiking
and team games. The camp also provides comfortable lodging and amenities for an
overnight stay. Breakfast and lunch will be served on Saturday. Cost of the full retreat,
including lodging and meals, is $45 per person. To attend Friday only is $15; Saturday only
is $25 and includes both meals. To register for the retreat click here, or for more
information, contact Patrick Talisse at westohioumm@gmail.com.

Grief Seminar
“Surviving The Holidays…..Again”
Seminar for anyone facing the holidays with grief
Sunday, November 14, 2021
2:30 – 4:30 PM
Peace United Methodist Church
235 Diley Road
Pickerington, OH 43147

Leader – Rev. Elaine J. Sturtz, LPCC (Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor)
Author – Living In The Different
Former Hospice Chaplain & personally walked the grief journey
www.livinginthedifferent.com
No cost or registration – just come! All are welcome!

Employment Opportunities

Classifieds

Part-time Music Director, Hilliard UMC
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Facilities Manager, Church of the Master
Sunday School Instructor, St. Luke's UMC
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel free
to email your request by Tuesday at Noon, jphilipp@wocumc.org.
Capitol Area North District, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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