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October 13, 2021

Bias Opinion
Leadership is often about doing the things that most other people don’t like doing. Confronting
interpersonal conflict is one of those things.
Whether it is called conflict resolution or conflict management you must address the tension head-on.
When it comes to conflict, leadership is not easy. Here is another place I want to say,
“Who you are is how you lead.”
Continue Reading...
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LeaderCast Episode 199: Your Missional Identity
with Karen Cook
The missional identity of a local congregation is essential to embrace the people in your
local context. This week, Karen Cook encourages you to lead in ways that connect the
local church's unique identity to its mission field.
Continue Reading and Listen to Episode 199

Afghan Resettlement Information from C.R.I.S.
Meeting via Zoom TODAY at 3:00 pm
You are invited to learn more about Community Refugee and Immigration Services (CRIS) and their
local efforts to welcome approximately 300 Afghans who were evacuated from their homeland.
In addition to the immediate housing needs, CRIS is also exploring additional avenues of community
support for groups or individuals to consider. Your collaboration could have a lasting impact.
Join us to hear how your congregation or local civic groups and community members can rally
around these families, welcoming and supporting them as they build new lives.
We are gathering on Zoom on Wednesday October 13 at 3 p.m. Please register for this conversation
here: https://forms.gle/EQjqc8uXBbcbPJSBA
If you have questions about this meeting please contact Rev. Sara McSwords
at pastorsara@linworthumc.org. If you would like to talk to a representative from CRIS directly please
contact Erika Crawford at ecrawford@cris-ohio.org.

2021 Charge Conferences
CHARGE CONFERENCE ZOOM LINKS were sent out to pastors this week.
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Contact the District Office if you are in need of the link.
The due dates and church assignments remain the same: Tuesday October 26, Thursday
November 4 and Thursday November 18. Check your charge conference date here.
Each church is to have completed and submitted their charge
conference forms online prior to their scheduled charge conference.
No additional forms need be submitted.
Now would be a good time to have your committees meet to address nominations, set
salary packages for the new year, identify your Breakthrough Goals, update your Safe
Sanctuary policy, update your membership rolls, and complete any annual forms that
remain. Remember that much of the information requested auto-fills online, so be sure to
start with the online forms to save time. If you need help logging in contact the District
Office. (Do not create a new account or you will not have the correct permissions.) You
can also access the worksheets here .
Details and specific instructions were emailed out on August 19th. If you have any
questions or need assistance please reach out to Jill Philipp, jphilipp@wocumc.org. I am
happy to schedule a time to Zoom with you if you are new to the process or need
assistance.

Safe Sanctuaries Policies Provide More Than Just Safety
By Rev. Dr. Suzanne Allen, Regional Missional Specialist
We live in a world where we continually feel vulnerable. It doesn’t matter that in many
ways we are the safest we have ever been. Facts and statistics don’t stop worry. The scam
phone calls, the reports on the news, and the phishing e-mails don’t help.
We worry about ourselves, but even more, we worry about those we love. We would never
forgive ourselves if something happened to them on our watch. We apply sunscreen,
buckle-up, buy organic, throw food away just in case, bathe in hand sanitizer, buy security
systems, and the list goes on.
But there is something about church. We don’t feel quite as vulnerable at church. We
don’t worry as much. There is a routine. There are people we have known for a long time.
We’re comfortable. We’re there because we are all good people and we love God. It’s a
place we let our guard down.
Because of this, it’s often difficult to think about a Safe Sanctuaries policy and ongoing
training. Isn’t this the one place we shouldn’t have to? This seems especially true if we all
know each other, when we don’t have a lot of young people in the church, and those that
we do have are related to nearly everyone there. Continue reading...
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Saying "I Appreciate You" to Pastors
No matter how humble or unassuming they may be, most people get a warm glow inside
when someone says “thank you” for what they’ve done or expresses appreciation simply
for who they are. Clergy and others who fill pastoral roles are no exception.
October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month with the second Sunday designated as
Pastor Appreciation Day. It is a time to say “thank you” to the people who may be most
visible as preachers and teachers, but who, in reality, are on-call 24/7. They stand with
congregants and others to offer spiritual and other support in times of confusion and
transition, times of heart-wrenching sorrow and times of overwhelming joy. They laugh,
cry and pray with those whom they shepherd and serve.
Established as a worldwide recognition time in 1992, the call to honor the contributions of
pastoral leaders can be traced back to Paul, who advised congregations to give “double
honor” to the elders who managed the affairs of the church well, “especially those whose
work is preaching and teaching” (1 Timothy 5:17, NIV).
Some staff-parish relations committees or other groups in the congregation plan ways to
honor or recognize their pastors during October. Whether or not the congregation does
so together, individuals can say “thank you.”
Here are some ways to extend appreciation to pastors or other clergy. And, remember,
these suggestions are also good for birthdays, celebrating a reappointment and other
times when the congregation or individuals want to say “thank you.”
Used from Resource UMC

Upcoming Retired Ministers and
Spouses Luncheon at MCL
October 14 at 11:30 am
This will be one of the most fun meetings we have had.
Brian Straub will lead the discussion. Think of the funniest
thing in your ministry and plan to share it. Have you ever
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seen a bride in a beautiful wedding dress fall to her knees
and sob during her wedding? It happened. I am sure we
have enough stories to keep us all laughing, Hope to see
you Thursday, October 14th. This is the MCL at the
Kingsdale Shopping Center in Upper Arlington. Hope to
hear from you. Feel free to invite others who may not be
on my list. Emma and Bill Tolliver elt1000@aol.com

MTSO Open House
October 19
Methodist Theological School in Ohio invites
anyone considering graduate theological
education to visit its Admissions Open House Oct. 19. The free event will be held 9 a.m.- 2
p.m. on the MTSO campus, 3081 Columbus Pike in Delaware.
Highlights include opportunities to sit in on a class, attend chapel, tour apartments and
residence halls, explore MTSO’s many financial aid options, talk with current students,
faculty and admissions counselors, and learn about MTSO’s Seminary Hill Farm.
Lunch featuring food grown on the farm will be provided, and free overnight
accommodations are available upon request. Advance registration is required and
available at //www.mtso.edu/openhouse.
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West Ohio to Host
‘Ministry with the Forgotten’ Webinar
October 23
On Saturday, October 23, the West Ohio Conference will
host an all-day webinar on ministering to people with
memory issues. The workshop will be led by Bishop
Kenneth L. Carder, author of the book Ministry with the
Forgotten: Dementia Through a Spiritual Lens. The
webinar will be held online from 8:30am-5:00pm (EDT),
beginning with a time of worship and prayer and ending
with a panel discussion. As part of the $30 event fee, you
will receive a copy of Bishop Carder's book. Advanced
credit will be awarded to Certified Lay Speakers, Certified
Lay Servants, Certified Lay Ministers, and candidates in
the CLM Academy. West Ohio Clergy may receive 0.3 CEUs. Laity who have a particular
interest in this topic may also attend. Deadline to register is October 9. For more
information or to register, click here.
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All in Community Monthly
Virtual Events
October 23
Saturday Circles – Victimization Impact
10-11:30am on Zoom
If you’ve been the victim of a crime or
experienced criminal harm for yourself, in
your family, or in your community, this month's Saturday Circles offers you an
understanding, safe, empathetic community. The goal of this Listening Circle is to create
space for shared emotional connection. We aim to support individuals that have been
harmed by the actions of another through listening without judgement, questioning, or
shame. We support your truth and agency to determine your own path to healing.
When participating in a Listening Circle, you have the responsibility to listen and an
opportunity to be heard. This is not a space for debate. Together, we will hold space for
sharing of our experiences, acknowledging our individual and collective suffering and
finding strength to face the future in whatever way that comes.
Space is limited to 30 participants due to the intimate nature of the Listening Circle.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.
October 25
Ministry Monday – HOPE Letters Information Session
7:00-8:30PM on Zoom
Do you want to start a justice-involved ministry and don't know where to start? Join us for
this HOPE Letters Information Session. HOPE Letters, a signature initiative of All In
Community, is a reentry mentoring-by-correspondence ministry between several UM
groups, community partners and the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction.
Several current HOPE Letter groups are looking for new members. Or you can start a
group. Members of other faith traditions are invited to join this ministry.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.

Fish Fry at Marion Prospect Street UMC
October 28
We will be having an All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry by Dan’s Fish Fry Services from Indiana, at
Prospect Street United Methodist Church, 185 S. Prospect Street, Marion, OH, on
Thursday, October 28, from 4 – 7 p.m. Call the church office at 740-382-6069 for more
information or if you would like to purchase a ticket.

UMM Retreat Planned for
Camp Wesley October 29-30
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The United Methodist Men of the West Ohio
Conference will hold a men’s retreat at
Camp Wesley in Bellefontaine, OH, on
Friday, October 29, at 6:00pm through
Saturday, October 30, at 4:30pm. The event
will feature two renowned speakers with a
strong background in men’s ministry as well
as testimonies from leaders in our
jurisdiction and local churches. There will
also be several activities to engage
participants and provide them with resources to energize men’s ministry in the local
church. Camp Wesley offers a beautiful setting for a fall retreat with ample space for
outdoor exercise such as hiking and team games. The camp also provides comfortable
lodging and amenities for an overnight stay. Breakfast and lunch will be served on
Saturday. Cost of the full retreat, including lodging and meals, is $45 per person. To
attend Friday only is $15; Saturday only is $25 and includes both meals. To register for the
retreat click here, or for more information, contact Patrick Talisse at
westohioumm@gmail.com.

Grief Seminar
“Surviving The Holidays…..Again”
Seminar for anyone facing the holidays with grief
Sunday, November 14, 2021
2:30 – 4:30 PM
Peace United Methodist Church
235 Diley Road
Pickerington, OH 43147

Leader – Rev. Elaine J. Sturtz, LPCC (Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor)
Author – Living In The Different
Former Hospice Chaplain & personally walked the grief journey
www.livinginthedifferent.com
No cost or registration – just come! All are welcome!

Employment Opportunities

Classifieds

Part-time Music Director, Hilliard UMC
Facilities Manager, Church of the Master
Sunday School Instructor, St. Luke's UMC
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel free
to email your request by Tuesday at Noon, jphilipp@wocumc.org.
Capitol Area North District, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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