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November 17, 2021

Bias Opinion:
If I could give one quality gift to you as a leader, I would give you the gift of gratitude. If I
could have God do anything for you, I would ask that God make you a grateful person.
Gratitude is the fundamental value of the Christian faith. It has the potential to change
the world, as much as impact your relationships.
Continue reading...
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LeaderCast Episode 204:
We all know we should be grateful for what we’ve been given, whether it’s an experience
or a tangible gift. But, hard situations can make gratitude difficult. Today we have three
reminders for being grateful in hard, or difficult, situations.
Explore three psalms alongside four reminders (that double as prayers) to guide you
through difficult seasons.
Continue Reading and Listen to Episode 204

As we look forward to 2022, we're exploring how we can best
support you and the leadership of the church. When you attend
your Charge Conference, you'll learn about two opportunities
we're exploring for 2022
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What's Next? A Workshop for Pastors and Church Leaders
Churches are trying to navigate the next season of ministry.
With an urgency to focus on discipleship, we’re hearing questions like:
·
What does being the church look like in a hybrid world?
·
How do we navigate the divisions in our community (church and local community)?
·
What does discipleship look like when we realize we have a congregation of
consumers?
·
What does an increasingly aging congregation have to offer when their energy and
abilities are depleted?
·
What will happen with General Conference?
While the mechanisms and tactics we use may adapt, it’s past time to get clear about
what you value as a congregation.
Learn More about What's Next?
Then, Let Us Know of Your Interest by noon on Wednesday, November 24.
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Living as Easter People...Again
A Soul-Tending and Learning Retreat for Pastors
The weight of leadership can feel heavy, draining, tiring, isolating, and irritating. Some
days, it feels like every decision you make results in another conversation being needed or
someone else wanting or needing something from you.
There are also holy moments filled with joy. We pray those are abundant and
multiplying. Whatever you’re experiencing in ministry, you’ve been giving your all.
And it’s (past) time to experience a time to nurture YOUR soul and put fuel in your tank
for the next season of ministry.
Learn More about Living as Easter People...Again
Let Us Know You're Interested in Either Opportunity Before Wednesday, November 24.

2021 Charge Conferences
The final district charge conference will be held on
Thursday November 18th at 7:00pm via Zoom.
Each church is to have completed and submitted their charge
conference forms online prior to their scheduled charge conference.
No additional forms need be submitted.
If you have any questions, need the Zoom link, or need assistance completing your forms
online please reach out to Jill Philipp, jphilipp@wocumc.org.

West Ohio Board of Pensions Releases
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2022 Health Plan Coverage

A direAfter a thorough insurance renewal season, and
in consultation with our broker McGohan Brabender, the
Board of Pensions has finalized the insurance plan and
rates for 2022. Open enrollment is November 1 through 19.
Below are the major highlights:
· A move to a richer dental plan which will not only cover cleanings and screenings, but a
percentage of basic and major dental services up to a $1,000 annual maximum. Additional
details will be coming soon. This is in direct response to the feedback we received from
the wellness survey conducted last May!
· Deductibles will remain at $3,500 single and $7,000 family with the plan covering 100%
after deductible is met.
· First dollar HSA support will remain at $1,000 single and $2,000 family.
· Anthem, Delta Dental and VSP will continue to be our carriers.
· We continue to move our premium cost share between the church and participant to
better align with industry standards. That means church premiums will remain flat and
participant premiums will slightly increase. Click here for the 2022 rates. Even with these
changes, participants are on average covering only 10% of their total plan cost.
·

For those that may be considering retirement in 2022, click here for HRA information

and rates listed at the bottom of the page.
Please contact Drew Leinberger at DLeinberger@wocumc.org for enrollment
information or to make a change in coverage. In addition, a webcast that will review our
plans and highlight changes is currently being developed and will be made available when
completed.

Benefits Officer/ Director of
Human Resources Position
Available
Are you the unique someone who values both relationships and detailed processes? Do
you enjoy helping people plan for their physical and financial futures? If you answered yes
to these questions, please read on.
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The West Ohio Conference of The United Methodist Church is currently searching for a
Director of Benefits and Human Resources. This role manages the administration of
health, retirement and other benefits for active and retired West Ohio clergy and
Conference lay staff. It is also the primary contact for full employee life cycle leadership
and management. For a complete list of job duties and requirements, please review the
job description. To apply, please submit a resume and cover letter, to Bill Brownson at
bbrownson@wocumc.org.

Call for Applications:
UMCOR Afghan Refugee
Resettlement
Reimbursement Program
In support of long-time partner Church
World Service’s efforts in welcoming
and resettling Afghan families,
UMCOR is launching the Afghan
Refugee Resettlement Reimbursement program. It will reimburse up to $1,000 to local
UMCs in the U.S. that are in a sponsorship relationship with CWS.
Information and Application

Welcoming Afghan Refugees to Columbus
Arrivals have picked up to more than 30 people per week, and the State Department has
informed us that they plan to clear everyone off the military bases before the end of 2021.
That means that the next two months will be a whirlwind for our caseworkers!
We currently have several large families housed temporarily in extended stay hotels in the
Dublin area as we try to secure permanent housing for them. As you can imagine, this
situation is far from ideal, and it will most definitely take our entire community to care
well for our new arrivals.
Here are a few specific ways that you can help right now:
Do you know of any landlords (particularly in the Bethel/Henderson/Sawmill Rd.
area) who might be open to renting to a family? If so, please, please forward their
contact info to me.
Do you know anyone who is willing to reach out to rental communities, landlords
and leasing agents in the Bethel/Henderson/Sawmill Rd. area to share our need? I
can share talking points, etc.
Is your congregation (or anyone you know) willing to co-sign on a one-year lease for
a family, knowing that we can guarantee a security deposit + 2-3 month’s rent
upfront, plus up to 9 months more of financial support if there is any reason family
members can not immediately gain employment.
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Donate: we placed an order for 60 new mattresses (the one furniture item that we
can’t get from the furniture bank). They each cost approximately $250. If anyone
would like to donate towards that fund, you can click here.
Please reach out to me with any questions that you have: Erika Crawford, Housing
Coordinator, Community Refugee & Immigration Services (C.R.I.S.) ecrawford@crisohio.org, www.crisohio.org, (614-361-4666)

All in Community Monthly
Virtual Events
November 20

Saturday Circles – Victimization
Impact 10-11:30am on Zoom

If you’ve been the victim of a crime or
experienced criminal harm for yourself, in
your family, or in your community, this month's Saturday Circles offers you an
understanding, safe, empathetic community. The goal of this Listening Circle is to create
space for shared emotional connection. We aim to support individuals that have been
harmed by the actions of another through listening without judgement, questioning, or
shame. We support your truth and agency to determine your own path to healing.
When participating in a Listening Circle, you have the responsibility to listen and an
opportunity to be heard. This is not a space for debate. Together, we will hold space for
sharing of our experiences, acknowledging our individual and collective suffering and
finding strength to face the future in whatever way that comes.
Space is limited to 30 participants due to the intimate nature of the Listening Circle.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.

November 22

Ministry Monday – Listening Circles & Restorative Practices
7:00-8:30PM on Zoom

This session introduces participants to the art of Restorative Practices and the tool of
Listening Circles. Restorative Practices are intentional, every day responses we can
provide to reduce conflict, resolve broken relationships and create healthy communities
where all members feel heard and included. Listening Circles are a practical restorative
practice to explore emotional connection around difficult topics and are useful in
surfacing fear, shame and stigma that keeps people on the outside of community.
Advanced Zoom registration is required.

West Ohio to Hold Virtual
ERT Basic Class
Interested in learning how to respond with compassion to
natural disasters across the U.S.? West Ohio will be
hosting a virtual Early Response Team Basic Class to train
new responders in providing a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.
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 his virtual class will be taught by UMCOR-certified West Ohio ERT trainers and held over
T
two days: November 19, 6:00-9:00pm; and November 20, 9:00am - 2:00pm. You must
attend both sessions. Cost of the class is $30. A background check is required.
Information and Registration

Sunday, November 21, 2021 at 6:30 pm at Scioto Ridge United Methodist Church,
4343 Dublin Road Hilliard, OH 43026. Free-will offering will be taken.
In-person seating available and it will also be live-streamed: www.srumc.org/concert.

Advent Clergy
Day Apart
November 30th
Join us for an Advent Clergy Day Apart entitled Breathing into the Mysteries of Advent on November
30, from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. The event will be online, and registration is required.All clergy, retired
and active, are invited. Please register here by 8:00 am on November 29, 2021. Zoom information will
be emailed upon receipt of your registration.

Come into some space held just for you, to breathe, to listen, to rest and repeat.
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Retiree Christmas Luncheon
Thursday, December 9th 11:30 am at MCL Kingsdale
We had a wonderful luncheon in October. Lots of laughs. Our next meeting will be
Thursday, December 9th. We will meet at 11:30 in MCL at Kingsdale.
Sharing was so much fun they decided to share miracles from their ministry. Brian Straub
will lead the discussion. Mary Sandberg and Mary Kay Freshour will lead us in some
Christmas music. I appreciate their help.
Come and join us in the fellowship. Have a blessed Thanksgiving. Hope to see you in
December. Let us hear from you.
Emma Lee and Bill Tolliver elt1000@aol.com
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VIM Team Leader
Training Scheduled
for January 8
Are you called to lead a
mission team? Join West
Ohio for a Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) Team Leader
Training! With experienced
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team leaders as instructors,
you will learn how to plan and
lead a mission experience in
Ohio, the United States, or
around the world. You will
also be provided with
practical resources for
nurturing the spiritual life of
your team. The training will
be held Saturday, January 8,
from 9:00am to 1:00pm at
Stonybrook UMC in Gahanna
(near Columbus). This will be
an in-person training; face masks will be required. If COVID conditions warrant, a virtual
option will be made available. A background check is required. Cost for the training,
materials, and lunch is $35. To register for the training, click here. For more information,
email mgrace@wocumc.org.

Laity Discernment
Retreats
Do you feel God's call on your
life but are uncertain how to
discern that call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity
Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be
"called by our baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer
about discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our
journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and
in our communities. Click here for more information.

Employment Opportunities

Classifieds

Director of Traditional Worship, Indian Run UMC
Contemporary Worship Leader, Indian Run UMC
Director of Benefits and Human Resources, West Ohio Conference
Part-time Music Director, Hilliard UMC
Facilities Manager, Church of the Master
Sunday School Instructor, St. Luke's UMC
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel free
to email your request by Tuesday at Noon, jphilipp@wocumc.org.
Capitol Area North District, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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