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December 8, 2021

Bias Opinion: Hope in the Darkness
Advent is a season of waiting and expectation. As we wait, we reflect upon the events of
the past year. With expectation, we anticipate receiving the hope needed to navigate the
year ahead.
Continue Reading...
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LeaderCast Episode 207: Hope is a Big Deal
There are at least three reasons hope is a big deal, especially this time of year. As you
listen to Episode 207, reflect on why hope is a big deal to you. Then, join us as we make a
big deal about hope throughout 2022.
Continue Reading & Listen to Episdoe 207

Bishop Palmer's Leadership
Clinic Special MLK Edition
Join us for a Special “MLK” Edition of Bishop
Palmer’s Leadership Clinics on January 11,
2022, from 10a-12p EST featuring Dr. Willie
Jennings, Associate Professor of Systematic
Theology at Yale Divinity School. An author of several books and over 40 scholarly essays,
Dr. Jennings is a Calvin College graduate. In addition, he earned his M.Div. from Fuller
Theological Seminary and his Ph.D. in religion and ethics from Duke Theological
Seminary. An ordained Baptist pastor, Dr. Jennings is recognized as a major figure in
theological education across North America.
The registration fee is $10 for all participants and 100% of the proceeds will be given to
the General Commission on Religion and Race of the UMC to support their ongoing work
helping the church and the world to be free from the brokenness of racism.
Information and Registration

https://em-ui.constantcontact.com/em-ui/em/page/em-ui/email#edit/activity/515009fa-e797-4555-8cb2-d7c107e4512c

2/8

12/7/21, 7:02 PM

Customize Your Email

In-person and online training opportunities will be available. More details to come!

Volunteers Needed at Broad Street UMC for
"Bethlehem on Broad"
Saturday, December 11th
Looking for a volunteer opportunity share the grace and peace of Christ to those in need?
Please join us in volunteering to hand out food boxes to our registered guests. While
the ongoing pandemic means we cannot safely be gathered indoors as in previous years,
we know the need remains for so many.
To keep everyone as safe as possible, this year's Bethlehem on Broad Street has once
again scaled-down and remained outdoors. We are also drive-thru or bus stop accessible
only. It’s an event that will warm your heart and fill you with the true meaning of
Christmas. Please see the Signup Genius link to sign up for a volunteer opportunity!
https://bit.ly/3qE3tbo Shifts available from 7:00 am - 5:00 pm!
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Retiree Christmas Luncheon
Thursday, December 9th 11:30 am
at MCL Kingsdale
We had a wonderful luncheon in October. Lots of laughs. Our next meeting will be
Thursday, December 9th. We will meet at 11:30 in MCL at Kingsdale.
Sharing was so much fun they decided to share miracles from their ministry. Brian Straub
will lead the discussion. Mary Sandberg and Mary Kay Freshour will lead us in some
Christmas music. I appreciate their help.
Come and join us in the fellowship. Have a blessed Thanksgiving. Hope to see you in
December. Let us hear from you.
Emma Lee and Bill Tolliver elt1000@aol.com

Songs of the Season
by Heartsong and Friends

Sunday, December 12th
4:30 pm

at King Avenue UMC, 299 King Avenue
Join us for an afternoon of holiday music!
A free-will offering will be collected and proceeds
raised will go to NNEMAP Food Pantry.

VIM Team Leader
Training Scheduled
for January 8
Are you called to lead a
mission team? Join West
Ohio for a Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) Team Leader
Training! With experienced
team leaders as instructors,
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you will learn how to plan and
lead a mission experience in
Ohio, the United States, or
around the world. You will
also be provided with
practical resources for
nurturing the spiritual life of
your team. The training will
be held Saturday, January 8,
from 9:00am to 1:00pm at
Stonybrook UMC in Gahanna
(near Columbus). This will be
an in-person training; face masks will be required. If COVID conditions warrant, a virtual
option will be made available. A background check is required. Cost for the training,
materials, and lunch is $35. To register for the training, click here. For more information,
email mgrace@wocumc.org.

LOVE Boldly Offers Small Group Opportunities
LOVEboldly exists to empower willing Christians and LGBTQ+ individuals to step towards
loving one another more boldly. New small groups will launch on January 11! Full
information is available on our website: https://www.loveboldly.net/small-groups. The
basic details are:
LGBTQIA+ Christian Small Group
Evening group, every other Tuesday from 7-8:30pm beginning January 11.
Morning group, every other Tuesday from 10-11:30am beginning January 18
Folks can sign up via the link above and both groups will meet online.
I’m leading this group.
Parents and Caretakers of LGBTQIA+ Youth and Young Adults Small Group
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 8pm beginning January 11
This group will be will be led by our board chair, Rachel Dew, and one of our
board members, Paula Unrau.

Virtual ERT Basic Class Rescheduled to
January 14-15
Interested in learning how to respond with compassion to
natural disasters across the U.S.? West Ohio will be
hosting a virtual Early Response Team Basic class to train
new responders in providing a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.
The class will be taught by UMCOR-certified West Ohio ERT trainers and held over two
days: January 14, 6:00pm-9:00pm; and January 15, 9:00am-2:00pm. You must attend
both sessions. Cost of the class is $30. A background check is required. Participants from
other conferences are welcome to attend! Information and Registration
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New Opportunities from
Living Streams Flowing Water
Spiritual Formation Ministry
Pause with Purpose – Monthly retreat times

The Third Tuesday of Each Month
Registration is Open!
This quarter is FREE and on Zoom. Please register through the contact Brenda form on
the website www.livingstreamsflowingwater.com. After registration, the zoom link will be
sent to you. This new retreating series is perfect for busy people who just want 2 hours to
get away from it all.
December 14 – Good Tidings of Great Joy!
Come celebrate Christmas as we explore texts from Luke with Lectio Divina and
Imaginative Prayer. Join a cast of Biblical characters in preparing for and welcoming Jesus.
January 18, 2022 – Compassion!
Come discover God’s voice in the silence of life. Praying with an **Award-Winning** and
Oscar Qualified CGI Animated Shor Film from Brazil. Umbrella.
February 15, 2022 – The Sacred Art of Listening
Join this contemplative listening circle and discover new ways that God is speaking into
and through your life.
March 15, 2022 – Creative Arts Prayers!
Through creative writing, color, and music discover how to pray beyond words.

Ashland Theological Seminary
Introduction to Spiritual Formation
Start your seminary adventure off with prayer and spiritual disciplines. Or maybe you
would like to renew and expand your commitment to prayer by auditing this class.
Class description: This course introduces students to the nature and processes of spiritual
formation and its goal of the formation of believers in the image of Christ for the sake of
the church and the world. Students will practice a variety of individual and corporate
spiritual disciplines, with an in-depth focus on prayer, for growth in personal and social
holiness. You can attend online or live in Columbus!
Spring 2022 (January 10, 2022– May 5, 2022)
Register at https://seminary.ashland.edu/admissions/

Shawnee Valley District Team to Travel to New Orleans
The Shawnee Valley District will be taking a disaster recovery team to New Orleans, LA,
in February of 2022, in response to the hurricanes of 2020-21. The experience is open to
anyone 18 and older who is willing to work hard – tool skills are helpful but not required.
In addition to being a caring, Christian presence, the team will work on clean-up from
wind damage, as well as mold remediation and debris removal. The cost of the trip is $250
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per person, plus evening meals and incidentals. Participants may travel with the team,
staying overnight at a church on the way down and back, or can fly or drive separately.
The dates for the trip are February 3-10, 2022, with four days on the road (down and back)
and three days working on site. Accommodations will be at a local church in the New
Orleans area. A background check is required. The team will follow all local COVID
protocols; vaccinations are not required, but many local restaurants in New Orleans
require proof of vaccination for entry. A non-refundable $50 deposit is due by January 3,
and final payment must be made by January 24. Checks can be mailed to Shawnee Valley
District UMC, 573 E Main Street, Chillicothe, OH 45601. For more information, contact
Diana Hall at the Shawnee Valley District office, dhall@wocumc.org or 740-851-5243.

Laity Discernment
Retreats
Do you feel God's call on your
life but are uncertain how to
discern that call or what to do next? If so, then this is the Retreat for you! At the Laity
Discernment Retreats, we will talk about call, discernment and what it means to be
"called by our baptism." We will learn ways to intentionally enter into a time of prayer
about discernment and we will discover Spiritual Rhythms that can help guide our
journey. We will also discuss the variety of ways Laity can serve both in our churches and
in our communities. February 8, 15 and March 29. Click here for more information.

Employment Opportunities

Classifieds

Multi-media Producer, West Ohio Conference
Director of Contemporary Worship Music, Linworth UMC
Part-time Office Manager, Amlin UMC
Office Administrator, Church of the Master
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel free
to email your request by Tuesday at Noon, jphilipp@wocumc.org.
Capitol Area North District, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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