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Bias Opinion: Hope and Making Room for Jesus
Advent is a time of preparation. We are invited to prepare the way for something new and
unknown. When Kim and I were expecting our first child, we did not know exactly who or
what we were expecting. We did not know what the child would look like, be like, or how
it would change our lives. All we knew for sure was that nothing would ever be the same.
Even with all we did not know, we still cleared space, a nursery, a place for this unknown
child to become a part of our lives.
Continue Reading...

LeaderCast Episode 209: Joy is a Big Deal
When you think about joy, what comes to mind?
Join Tim and Sara for three reasons “Joy is a Big Deal” and experience the wonder of a
child alongside moments of learning from everyday life.
Continue Reading and listen to Episode 209

Please enjoy an early Christmas blog and podcast linked below. We'll be taking a break
from the e-news on December 29, 2021. The e-news will resume on January 5, 2022.
You can read Tim's Christmas blog, Hope and Christmas, at the following link:
https://www.transformingmission.org/hope-and-christmas/
You can read the show notes and listen to Episode 210, Love is a Big deal at the following
link: https://www.transformingmission.org/podcast/episode-210-love-is-a-big-deal/
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
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PRAY. GIVE. DO NOT GO - YET!
The Advent season is all about waiting. Waiting
for family and friends to visit. Waiting for gifts
to be opened. But especially, waiting to
celebrate God’s love come down in human form.
Now, we are asking you to wait again. DO NOT
GO - YET to the communities affected by the tornadoes that touched down last weekend.
Right now, first responders and rescue personnel are working hard to find survivors and
ensure their safety. This is not the time for you to self-deploy.
Due to the scale and scope of this disaster, with so many tornadoes having caused
severe damage across multiple states, the initial phase of the disaster – Rescue – may
take longer than usual. Communication about what is most needed may also be slow in
coming, as the disaster moves into the Relief phase in the weeks and months to come.
We so appreciate your desire to assist people and places that have been devastated by
natural disasters. At this time, however, it would not be helpful for you to try to enter the
disaster area for any reason and will only place additional stresses on the affected
communities. DO NOT travel to any locations damaged by the tornadoes; DO NOT call
annual conference staff in those areas; and DO NOT send clothing to local communities
or organizations. In other words, Do No Harm.
Instead, please consider taking one or more of these helpful steps:
· PRAY - Pray for the survivors whose lives and loved ones have been impacted by the
tornadoes. Pray for rescue workers and local organizations that will bring needed help
and supplies.
· GIVE - Give to UMCOR’s U.S. Disaster Response and Recovery fund, 100% of which
goes to providing aid on the ground, including immediate relief and long-term recovery.
1. U.S. Disaster Response Advance #901670
2. Write a check made out to ‘West Ohio Conference’ with the Advance # in the memo
line. Mail to West Ohio Conference, Attn. Dee Stickley-Miner, 32 Wesley Blvd,
Worthington, OH 43085.
3. Give online through the West Ohio Conference website (Click here).
· BE TRAINED – Become an UMCOR Early Response Team member by attending the
upcoming Virtual ERT Basic Class on January 14-15, 2022.(Register here)
During the Relief phase of the disaster, UMCOR-trained Emergency Response Teams may
be invited by other United Methodist conferences to assist in debris removal, temporary
repairs, tarping roofs, etc.
As we continue to wait, let us pray together with one voice:
God of broken hearts and damaged homes,
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Bring your wholeness and healing in the midst of this tragic time.
May your comfort be upon those whose loved ones are now gone.
May your strength hold up those who have no place to call home.
And may your peace descend upon those whose lives have been shattered beyond their
control.
In the name of Jesus of Bethlehem we pray,
Amen and amen.

Little Bottoms Free Store Seeks Mission Partners
Looking for a new way to engage your church in local mission? Little Bottoms Free Store
is seeking new partnerships with local UMC congregations to invest in the families we
serve. A ministry of Central City Church, Little Bottoms provides diapers, wipes, clothing,
toys, and more to some of the most at-risk families and babies in Columbus. Our mission
is to become the village it takes to raise a child, providing a supportive community,
meeting basic needs, and sharing our resources. 71% of the families Little Bottoms Free
Store serves have household incomes under $20,000. In 2021 alone, we have distributed
almost 40,000 diapers and over 1,100 packs of wipes, serving over 1800 children and 1260
families.
I f your church would like to learn more about donating, serving, giving, or supporting
Little Bottoms Free Store in other ways, please contact our Operations Director, Heidi
Weaver-Smith, at heidi@centralcity.co or visit us online at www.littlebottoms.org.

Bishop Palmer's Leadership
Clinic Special MLK Edition
Join us for a Special “MLK” Edition of Bishop
Palmer’s Leadership Clinics on January 11,
2022, from 10a-12p EST featuring Dr. Willie
Jennings, Associate Professor of Systematic
Theology at Yale Divinity School. An author of several books and over 40 scholarly essays,
Dr. Jennings is a Calvin College graduate. In addition, he earned his M.Div. from Fuller
Theological Seminary and his Ph.D. in religion and ethics from Duke Theological
Seminary. An ordained Baptist pastor, Dr. Jennings is recognized as a major figure in
theological education across North America.
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The registration fee is $10 for all participants and 100% of the proceeds will be given to
the General Commission on Religion and Race of the UMC to support their ongoing work
helping the church and the world to be free from the brokenness of racism.
Information and Registration

Martin Luther King Day Rally
Monday, January 17, 3:00 - 4:00 pm
Come on Monday, January 17, 2022 to join United
Methodist and others in standing against racism.
A rally will be held from 3:00 to 4:00 pm along
Bethel Road in Columbus, in front of Bethel
International UMC—1220 Bethel Road. Bring a
sign, dress warm, and honor Dr. King’s legacy by standing against racism. Members of
Bethel International have held a “Micah Monday” antiracism rally on Bethel Road every
Monday afternoon for over a year. For King Day we especially want the statement to be
big and bold—so please join us and bring your friends!

Regional Opportunities for District Leadership Development
In early 2022, clergy and leaders in the West Ohio Conference will have four
opportunities to participate in regional leadership training. Four District Leadership
Development events have been planned across the West Ohio Conference to serve all
eight districts.
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Each event will offer a hybrid format; in-person with local COVID-19 practices and an
online option. Each training will include a keynote speaker, highlighting key annual
conference initiatives, as well as breakouts for leadership training and development.
Registration will open on January 1, 2022. Mark your calendar and plan to attend with
the leadership team from your church for the date, location, and theme of your choice:
Foothills and Shawnee Valley Districts:
Date: Saturday, January 22, 2022
Location: Jackson Christ UMC or online
Keynote: “Disciple-Making Reset: Offering HOPE in a Complex World”
Rev. Dr. Tim Bias, District Superintendent of Capitol Area North and South
Northwest Plains and Maumee Watershed Districts:
Date: Saturday, January 29, 2022
Location: Findlay St. Mark’s UMC or online
Keynote: “It Starts with One”
Rev. Ann Marie Carley, Director of Camps, Retreats, and Next Gen Engagement
Capitol Area Districts:
Date: Saturday, February 5, 2022
Location: Grove City UMC or online
Keynote: “Break Dividing Walls” from Ephesians 2:14 NRSV
Mr. Robert Caldwell, Executive Director, AnswerPoverty.Org & Program Director, Growing
U.P.
Miami Valley and Ohio River Valley Districts:
Saturday, February 5, 2022
Location: Christ Kettering UMC or online
Keynote: “Permission Granted: Finding the Courage to Try New Things”
Mr. Brad Aycock, Director of the Office of Fresh Starts and New Beginnings
This year all registered participants will have access to selected recordings of the keynote
presentations and selected leadership training videos on the NEW West Ohio Conferences
online learning platform.
We look forward to seeing you at one or more of the 2022 District Leadership
Development Days!
Watch for registration details in NewsNET and your district newsletter. If you have any
questions, please contact your district administrator.

It's Almost W-2 time!
2021 W-2s are due to all employees by January 31, 2022. Information to help with
preparing IRS Form W-2 for clergy, which can be complicated, can be found on
the conference website. Use the worksheet and example here as a guide for preparing your
pastor's W-2. This sample spreadsheet and W-2 is just that, a sample. Your fact set may
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include more or fewer items to report (for example, moving expenses which are now
taxable if paid or reimbursed are not in the sample).
Highlights for 2021 W-2's include:
· Moving expenses paid by churches directly to moving companies or via reimbursement
to clergy are taxable and must be reported as income and included in box 1 (see the
moving expense section of IRS instructions completing
W-2's here).
· If your pastor received health insurance through the conference Plan (Anthem) they
received a contribution to their HSA account that should be reported. Clergy on single
plans received $500 in January and July 2020 for a total of $1,000. Clergy on Family-2 or
Family-3 plans received $1,000 in January and July for a total of $2,000. If two churches
share in the cost of health insurance, adjust accordingly.
· All full-time clergy and some ¾-time clergy receive a $50,000 death benefit through a
conference plan. This is in addition to $50,000 available through the denominational plan
(CPP). The cost of group life insurance over $50,000 is taxable. To calculate the
amount click here IRS Publication 15-B and go to page 14. Using your clergy’s age, take
the corresponding cost and multiply by 50. That is the monthly amount. Multiply by 12 for
the yearly total. This is letter “J” on the fact pattern example W-2.
· Note: If your pastor is not on the conference health insurance plan and your church has
not established its own qualified plan, direct payments to clergy to offset the cost of
health insurance (for example on a spouse or other employer plan) are taxable income.
The resources referenced here and on the conference website should answer most of your
questions. However, contact your payroll provider, a CPA or tax preparer if you have
technical questions.

VIM Team Leader
Training Scheduled
for January 8
Are you called to lead a
mission team? Join West
Ohio for a Volunteers in
Mission (VIM) Team Leader
Training! With experienced
team leaders as instructors,
you will learn how to plan and
lead a mission experience in Ohio, the United States, or around the world. You will also be
provided with practical resources for nurturing the spiritual life of your team. The training
will be held Saturday, January 8, from 9:00am to 1:00pm at Stonybrook UMC in Gahanna
(near Columbus). This will be an in-person training; face masks will be required. If COVID
conditions warrant, a virtual option will be made available. A background check is
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required. Cost for the training, materials, and lunch is $35. To register for the training,
click here. For more information, email mgrace@wocumc.org.

Winter Camp Returns!
West Ohio Camping and Retreat Ministry is
gearing up for the return of Winter Camp. This
year Camp Otterbein and Camp Wesley will
host two different options for Winter Camp.
Camp Wesley’s is scheduled for January 14 to
January 16 and will include an off-site trip to
Mad River Mountain for snow tubing.
Winter Camp is the perfect opportunity for youth ages 7 to 17 to experience God's
backyard in a Winter Wonderland of faith, fellowship and adventure! Campers will have
winter fun outdoors and will also learning the importance of taking time to pause and
spend time with God.
Sign up deadline for Camp Wesley is December 31st. Limited spots remain open.
The cost of Winter Camp is $125 per youth and $100 per sibling. The cost for adult leaders
is $50 (with a group and a background check must be completed prior to arrival.)
Go to www.westohiocamp.org for more information or to register. If you have questions
or want to register a group, email camps@westohio.org.

LOVE Boldly Offers Small Group Opportunities
LOVEboldly exists to empower willing Christians and LGBTQ+ individuals to step towards
loving one another more boldly. New small groups will launch on January 11! Full
information is available on our website: https://www.loveboldly.net/small-groups. The
basic details are:
LGBTQIA+ Christian Small Group
Evening group, every other Tuesday from 7-8:30pm beginning January 11.
Morning group, every other Tuesday from 10-11:30am beginning January 18
Folks can sign up via the link above and both groups will meet online.
I’m leading this group.
Parents and Caretakers of LGBTQIA+ Youth and Young Adults Small Group
Second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 8pm beginning January 11
This group will be will be led by our board chair, Rachel Dew, and one of our
board members, Paula Unrau.

Virtual ERT Basic Class Rescheduled to
January 14-15
Interested in learning how to respond with compassion to
natural disasters across the U.S.? West Ohio will be
hosting a virtual Early Response Team Basic class to train
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new responders in providing a caring Christian presence in the aftermath of a disaster.
The class will be taught by UMCOR-certified West Ohio ERT trainers and held over two
days: January 14, 6:00pm-9:00pm; and January 15, 9:00am-2:00pm. You must attend
both sessions. Cost of the class is $30. A background check is required. Participants from
other conferences are welcome to attend! Information and Registration

MTSO offers Full-tuition Scholarships to all
Qualified UM Ministry Candidates
In 2018, Methodist Theological School in Ohio and its donors made a bold scholarship
commitment in support of the United Methodist Church and those who aspire to serve it.
In the years since, that commitment has been renewed and enhanced. The school
pledges to provide a full-tuition scholarship to every qualified incoming student who
pursues United Methodist candidacy as an elder or deacon. The pledge covers those
applying by Jan. 31 for the 2022-23 academic year.
“The leaders our Church will ordain in the coming years will need solid theological and
academic grounding to take us to places we can’t yet fully imagine,” said MTSO President
Jay Rundell. “We’re pleased to be able to do our part, with our donors’ support, to help
this new generation of leaders cover their tuition as they earn meaningful seminary
degrees.”
Interested prospective students are invited to learn more by contacting an MTSO
admissions counselor at 800-333-6876 or admissions@mtso.edu.

Employment Opportunities

Classifieds

Part-time Tech Director, Hilliard UMC
Multi-media Producer, West Ohio Conference
Director of Contemporary Worship Music, Linworth UMC
Part-time Office Manager, Amlin UMC
Office Administrator, Church of the Master
Please share these updates with others in your congregation!
If you have anything you would like to have shared or posted in our Newsletter, feel free
to email your request by Tuesday at Noon, jphilipp@wocumc.org.
Capitol Area North District, 32 Wesley Boulevard, Suite 100, Worthington, OH 43085
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